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environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

W e l c o m e t o t h e 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 S c h o o l Ye a r !
We would like to welcome you and your family to
the 2020-2021 school year here at Nerstrand Elementary
School. What a great day on Thursday, September 10th
when we saw the smiling eyes of students walk through
the front doors of the school. We also welcome our
Distance Learners to this school year! This is somewhat
of a different school year, and we hope it will be a great
one! The staff knows this is a great place to be and
hopefully the students and families feel the same way!
The kindergarteners and our six new students were
able to go out to the school courtyard (social distancing observed) and have our Bell
Ringing Ceremony, while the rest of the classes watched via Zoom. These students,
along with Caitlin Haugland, Nicole Kadrlik and Keri Pofahl, new staff members, had
the chance to ring in the school year by ringing the school bell. Thanks to Carmen
Bonde for assisting with the individual ropes that were used. It’s a tradition that has
been well received by children and adults alike for many years!
It is so fun to be greeted each day by the smiles (even with masks, we can see the
smiles in their eyes!) and waves of these enthusiastic learners and it starts our days off
on the right track, every day! Thank you for
sharing your children with us and giving us the
opportunity as well as the responsibility to teach
them not only academics, but social skills and life
skills that include character development and
service learning. We sincerely welcome you to our
Little School in the Big Woods! We look forward
to a wonderful school year filled with learning,
respect and lots of fun! If you ever have any
concerns, comments or questions, please don’t
hesitate to call us at 507-333-6850. We are in
partnership with you!

P ra i r i e A p p re c i a ti o n M i g h t L o o k D i ffe re n t
We have been working hard on figuring out how to
continue to have our annual Prairie Appreciation Day during a
pandemic! We are still planning to have it over 2 days: Tuesday,
October 6th and Wednesday, October 7th with a few
adjustments. First of all, we will not be traveling to the Nerstrand
Big Woods prairie or to Caron County Park as we have done in the
past. We will stay at school and have each class spend 45 minutes going to three
different outdoor stations: Red Fox; Pocket Gophers; and Prairie Grasses. With
dividing the class into thirds, there will only be about 7 students in each group.
Keeping social distance, we hope it is a great experience
for our students. We have prairierelated books and other materials
to share with the kids so they still
get a nice idea of what makes a
prairie such a busy and interesting
part of nature!

Essential At -Home Screening
Thank you so much for your help in screening your child(ren) each day
before you send them to school. We are counting on you to do this essential step
in helping to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and help us keep our school open.
We know we have sent you lots of information and several different screening
tools. The MDH (Minnesota Department of Health) is constantly working to
improve and update these tools so that everyone is aware and educated about the
ever-changing information about COVID-19. As you all know, this is the only way
that we can hope to contain the spread and help keep our schools in-person. We
thank you for your diligence in screening your child(ren) each morning before
sending them out the door. Please know how important this process is and don’t
get complacent about it. This picture is a screen shot of the latest Screening tool
you have received. We hope it is a shorter version and easier to work with than
the other ones. If you have questions, don’t hesitate to call the school at 507-3336850. We welcome your questions and are here to help. If we don’t know the answer, we will try to get you to the
right person to answer it.

Picture Day
We had our school pictures done on Tuesday, September
15th by Strawbridge Studios. Almost everyone was present to be
photographed! Our Re-take day is scheduled for Tuesday, October
27th. If your child was absent or unable to come in on Sept. 15th,
plan now to have their picture taken on Oct. 27th! This is our first
year with Strawbridge and we were very pleased with the photographer that took all of our pictures.
Let’s hope the smiles turn out great when you receive your packages!

Distance Learning Packets
If your family chose to participate in Distance Learning this year, your teacher will
be in contact with you about future packets students
will be needing. Some of the items can be sent to you
via email. If there are things that cannot be sent
digitally, they will connect with you about stopping by
school to pick them up. We want to help you out by
trying our best to send you what you need via email. If you have
questions or need something else, please contact your child’s teacher
via email so that we can accommodate your needs as best we can!
Thank you for working hard in these trying times.

Shingling the Bell Tower
Larry Richie, our Environmental Man, who oversees the International Peace Garden on our school grounds, works with students on projects
outside and enjoys teaching students about our environment, Native Americans and how to solve problems by working together. Larry decided that
our Bell Tower needed new wood shake shingles this summer and wanted
to know if Andrew’s fifth graders would help him take on this important
task. River City Builders, a business located in Nerstrand, was happy to
lend us the scaffolding needed to keep everyone safe. Carmen Bonde,
Hudson Ades, Jake
Kaukola and several of
our paraprofessionals helped to get the scaffolding
set up each day and moving it when needed. The
fifth graders were sent out in small groups of 3 or
4 to assist Larry and get the job done! And what a
beautiful job they did! The Bell Tower looks great!
Thank you to all who helped make this idea become reality! Check it out the next time you drive
to the school! You’ll be impressed, for sure!

DISCOVERY DAY UPDATE: We are planning to delay our annual Discovery Day
until next spring and are hopeful that we will be able to go out to the Big Woods
State Park and have our Environmental Learning Day then.

S c ho o l S up p l i e s / Te c h n o l o g y D o n ati o n s
Have you paid your School Supplies/Technology Donations yet? If not, please send a check or cash for $55.00/per student to the school at
your earliest convenience. Checks can be
made payable to Nerstrand Elementary School. We purchase all of the school supplies for the students each year and ask for a $30 donation
along with a $25 technology fee donation to offset the costs
associated with all the supplies and our technology costs.
Thank you to all who have already paid! If you are a Distance
Learning family, we would still appreciate your donations to help us with all the supplies you’ve received already and will continue to receive throughout the school year. If this proves to be a financial
burden to you, please email Barb and let her know. We do have some scholarship money available.

Nerstrand Elementary
School
Contact Information
205 South 2nd Street
P.O. Box 156
Nerstrand, MN 55053
Main Office Phone:
507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851
Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
Email Address:
info@nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Creating Innovators
Students at Nerstrand Elementary School are involved in inquiry-based, learning.
We blur the lines between walls of the traditional classroom and the natural environment of the surrounding prairie, big woods and local community. We hope to
create innovators!
What are the skills of innovators? The first is empathy, which is the ability to
imagine the world from multiple perspectives and having an attitude that puts people first. Integrative thinking is to be able to see all aspects of a problem and possible breakthrough solutions. Optimism is also essential, and solutions can be
achieved through experimentalism, a process of trial and error that explores problems and possible solutions in new and creative ways. And above all, students in
Nerstrand are collaborators in their own learning. The school curriculum is integrated, so that students learning opportunities in subject areas—science, math,
language arts, social studies, art, music and P.E. are connected. Students experience music and P.E. classes everyday. Students work with a regional naturalist to
manage the school’s International Peace Garden, and a variety of projects including the study of the life cycle of the Monarch Butterfly, earth
science studies on the prairie and in the Big Woods, and the
study of the rich regional history. Service learning is embraced, whether it
is to support plantings on the prairie,
providing food and clothing to regional charities, or helping local community members. All curriculum is
aligned with Minnesota state academic standards.

We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Upcoming Dates
Monday, September 28th

Kinders build Corn Shock with Larry

Tuesday, September 29th

3rd Graders to River Bend Nature Center

Wednesday, September 30th 2nd Graders to River Bend Nature Center
Tuesday, October 6th

5th Graders to River Bend Nature Center
Prairie Appreciation Day 1

Wednesday, October 7th
The tradition continues to
have all new students and
staff ring the school bell on
the first day of school. In
the spring at graduation, all
of our graduating 5th Graders get the chance to ring the
bell on their last day of
school. A great tradition!

4th Graders to River Bend Nature Center
Prairie Appreciation Day 2

Monday, October 12th

3:30-8 p.m.—Conferences

Tuesday, October 13th

Kindergarten to River Bend Nature Center
3:30-8 p.m.—Conferences

Wednesday, October 14th

8-noon—Conferences

Wednesday—Friday, October 14th—16th No School—Ed. MN Days
Monday, October 19th

3:30 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting

