Friday, September 19, 2019
environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

W e l c o m e t o t h e 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0 S c h o o l Ye a r !
We would like to welcome you and
your family to the 2019-2020 school year here
at Nerstrand Elementary School. What a great
day on Tuesday, September 3rd when we saw
the smiling faces of 152 students walk through
the front doors of the school. Our opening AllSchool Meeting that day was a wonderful way
to introduce the students to the staff and a
chance to see all the students. The staff knows
this is a great place to be and hopefully the
students and families feel the same way!
We were able to go out to the school courtyard and have our Bell Ringing
Ceremony, and all the new Kindergarten students and the eight new students in
grades 1-5, along with Kelly McGregor and Jake Kaukola, new staff members, had the
chance to ring in the school year by ringing the school bell. It’s a tradition that has
been well received by children and adults alike for many years!
It is so fun to be greeted each day by the smiles and waves of these enthusiastic
learners and it starts our days off on the right track, every day! Thank you for sharing
your children with us and giving us the opportunity as well as the responsibility to
teach them not only academics, but social skills
and life skills that include character
development and service learning. We sincerely
welcome you to our Little School in the Big
Woods! We look forward to a wonderful school
year filled with learning, respect and lots of fun!
If you ever have any concerns, comments or
questions, please don’t hesitate to call us at 507333-6850. We are in partnership with you!

P ra i r i e A p p re c i a ti o n D ay To m o r ro w
On Friday, September 20, 2019, we will have our annual Prairie Appreciation
Day. The section of the prairie we will be visiting is located at Caron County Park, on
County Road 88 west of Nerstrand about 4 miles. Parents are welcome to come out
and help that day. You can either meet us at Caron County Park or come to school
and ride the bus with the students. We will leave school at 12:45 p.m., bus out to the
prairie, enjoy the tall grasses of the prairie and the beautiful wildflowers, learn about
the Native Americans who called the prairie home, do a wildflower activity with our
homeroom buddy, then return to school at 2:20 p.m. in time for regular dismissal. The
students will be in groups of two from their homeroom—younger and older students
together for the experience. We are asking parents to pay close attention to the
weather that day and dress students appropriately. A few points to consider:


All students are asked to wear long pants that day. We’re hoping the mosquitoes
won’t be bad, but in case they are, the kids will be protected by their clothing.
Also, the grasses of the prairie are quite long and sharp, so we don’t want anyone
to cut their legs on the grasses.

Thank you so much for your cooperation. We look forward to a great day on
the Prairie!

Discovery Day Coming Up
We are looking forward to our annual Environmental Day—Discovery Day coming up on
Friday, September 27th. This is a special day we spend at the Nerstrand Big Woods State Park
concentrating on an environmental theme. This year’s theme is “Native Americans.”
Students are divided up into twelve multi-age family groups with parent/grandparent
volunteers assigned to each; staff members are assigned to stations, with the family groups
rotating to each station.
We simply cannot carry out this special learning opportunity without additional adults. We were thrilled
last year to involve over 30 parents and grandparents! If it would be possible for you to volunteer, please send in
the Discovery Day form or call the front office at 507-333-6850. If you have not filled out a background check
form, this must be done prior to this special day. Thanks. All volunteers are needed from 9:30 a.m. to
approximately 2:30 p.m. We will be serving lunch at the Park on Discovery Day. The menu is: Turkey Sub
Sandwich, Carrot sticks, Apple, Cookie and either Chocolate or White milk. Cost for a guest lunch is $3.80.

Picture Day & Vision and Hearing Screening Days
Yesterday was Picture Day! Paul Swenson, from Swenson Photography, was here to capture the
smiles of all of our students and staff members. We will have a Re-take date, but we won’t be scheduling it until after the picture packages arrive here at school, which will be in several weeks. If you have
any questions, please call Barb at school at 507-333-6850 or Paul Swenson at 507-332-6751.
On Thursday, September 26th, our first, third and fifth graders will be screened for Vision and
Hearing by a team from the Faribault Public Schools Health office. They will come back in a few weeks
and re-check students who were absent or who they have concerns about and contact parents after that
if they deem it necessary. Special thanks to parent volunteer, Erynn Anderson, for assisting both Picture
Day and Vision and Hearing Screening Day! Your help is appreciated!

Eagle Open Golf Tournament a Great Success!
The nineteenth Annual Eagle Open Golf Tournament was held on Friday, June 14th at the Legacy
Golf Course. An amazing $4,710.00 was raised at the event, between the golf hole sponsors, the golfers
themselves and the door and raffle prizes that were donated for the event. WOW! Special thanks go out to
Eagle Open Committee: Steve Potter, Jake Cook, and Maggie DeMars. Your dedication and commitment to
this school is obvious and very much appreciated by the students, families, staff and community! We look
forward to the 2020 Eagle Open Golf Tournament in June, 2020! Thank you!
We are looking for new committee members for this school year. Someone
to do the finances for the Eagle Open Golf Tournament is especially needed
at this time. You don’t have to know how to golf to help! Please consider
this important fundraiser for our little school near the Big Woods! Call the
office if you are interested. Thanks!

Wolf Ridge Calendars for Sale!
Once again, our fifth graders will have the unique opportunity to attend Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in
Northern Minnesota. They will leave on Monday, January 27th and
return on Friday, January 31st. In preparation for their exciting adventure, the fifth graders will be selling Wolf Ridge 2020 Calendars. If you would like to buy one and haven’t been
asked by one of our fifth graders, you can call the school and we can get you one! This fundraiser helps to offset the
cost of the Wolf Ridge trip.
Some of the activities that the Nerstrand fifth graders may be participating in over their five days could include: Learning how to start a fire and build a shelter in the winter for the Winter Survival session; Ziplining and walking on a tight rope while being suspended above two stories; Using a waterproof camera to help catch perch on Wolf
Lake; Singing campfire songs around the fire; Climbing the rock wall.
According to Peter Smerud, Wolf Ridge
Executive Director, “At Wolf Ridge, our goal is
to spark curiosity and provide a learning opportunity that can’t be experienced anywhere
else. In a world that seems to be plugged in
24/7, we believe it’s also important to show
the next generation how to live sustainably and
responsibly and learn through nature.”

Jeffers Foundation Training
During Workshop Week, our entire staff was part of a 4-hour inservice hosted by the Jeffers Foundation. Nerstrand Elementary School has
always had a strong connection to our local environment through River Bend
Nature Center and our own outings to the Big Woods State Park.
According to their website, Jeffers Foundation was established in
March 2005 for the following purpose: “...to provide for direct primary education and the development of primary education principles, models, and curricula aimed at teaching young persons the value of wise stewardship of natural resources...and insuring the conservation and preservation of natural resources for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.”
Our teachers and paraprofessionals were all enthusiastic about this resource that will help us
do environmental work around our building and the Nerstrand community. Thank you to parent, Aurora Kubach, for bringing this organization to our attention. It was a great morning of learning for our
staff!
Mark your calendar to attend the first Community Lunch of the school year on Wednesday, October 2nd. We
will also be hosting an Adult Flu Shot Clinic that day from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. through the Rice County Public
Health Nursing Service. We would love for you to join us for lunch that day. Look for a flyer soon!

The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) randomly selects schools to monitor and audit
their Special Education programs. Nerstrand Elementary School was selected last year to be monitored.
There was a on-site visit to our school by MDE; and an audit was completed to make sure our Special
Education due process records are completed correctly
in a timely fashion. Our Special Education
teachers, Jan Boudreau and Nicky Schaefer, are to be commended for a job well done! On Monday, September 16th, we received a Certificate of Achievement from MDE for ensuring individual student due
process records met or exceeded requirements and are reflective of the dedication of the administration, school staff and community! Congratulations to Jan Boudreau, Nicky Schaefer, and our Special Education Director Bonnie Carlson for earning this
impressive award!

Wanted:
Reading and Math Corps Tutors
Nerstrand Elementary School is looking for
both a reading and a math tutor for this
school year. You can make a difference by giving your time and talent to help our students
build their skills and confidence! Tutors work
with students during school hours throughout
the school year. No matter if you’re a recent
graduate, career changer, stay-at-home parent or retiree, you can make a great tutor. No
experience? No problem. Tutors receive great
training, so they are well equipped to help
students grow. Two positions are available.
The Reading Corps tutor will commit to serving Mon-Fri for 5 hr/day, throughout the
school year. The Math Corps tutor will commit
to serving 3 to 5 days/week (18 hours/week
required). Ready to be the change for struggling students? Learn more at ReadingAnd
Math.net Questions? Call Maggie at 507-3336854. Thanks for considering this!

Nerstrand Elementary
School
Contact Information
205 South 2nd Street
P.O. Box 156
Nerstrand, MN 55053
Main Office Phone:
507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851
Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
Email Address:
info@nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Creating Innovators
Students at Nerstrand Elementary School are involved in inquiry-based, project-based
learning. We blur the lines between walls of the traditional classroom and the natural environment of the surrounding prairie, big woods and local community. Project-based learning
helps students to make the connections between subjects and the world around them.
What are the skills of innovators? The first is empathy, which is the ability to imagine
the world from multiple perspectives and having an attitude that puts people first. Integrative thinking is to be able to see all aspects of a problem and possible breakthrough solutions. Optimism is also essential, and solutions can be achieved through experimentalism, a
process of trial and error that explores problems and possible solutions in new and creative
ways. And above all, students in Nerstrand are collaborators in their own learning. The
school curriculum is integrated, so that students learning opportunities in subject areas—
science, math, language arts, social studies, art, music and P.E. are connected. Students
experience music and P.E. classes everyday. Students work with a regional naturalist to
manage the school’s International Peace Garden, and a variety of projects including the
study of the life cycle of the Monarch Butterfly, earth science
studies on the prairie and in the Big Woods, and the study of the
rich regional history. Service learning
is embraced, whether it is to support
plantings on the prairie, providing
food and clothing to regional charities, or helping local community
members. All curriculum is aligned
with Minnesota state academic
standards.

We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Upcoming Dates
Friday, September 27

Discovery Day

Saturday, September 28

PTO Nerstrand Night Out!

Wednesday, October 2nd

11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.—Flu Shot Clinic
11:45 a.m.—Community Lunch

The tradition continues to
have all new students and
staff ring the school bell on
the first day of school. In
the spring at graduation, all
of our graduating 5th Graders get the chance to ring the
bell on their last day of
school. A great tradition!

Thursday, October 3rd

11:00 a.m.—F.H.S. Homecoming Pep Fest

Friday, October 4th

NO SCHOOL - Teachers attend Conference

Monday, October 7th

7:00 p.m.— P.T.O. Meeting

Monday, October 7th

3:30 p.m.— Board of Directors’ Meeting

Monday, October 14th

3:30-8 p.m.—Conferences & Book Fair

Tuesday, October 15th

3:30-8 p.m.—Conferences & Book Fair

Wednesday, October 16th

8-noon—Conferences & Book Fair

Wednesday—Friday, October 16th—18th No School—Ed. MN Days

