
 Over thirty parent and grandparent volunteers 
helped to make our annual Discovery Day quite a 
success on Friday, October 2nd,  at Big Woods State 
Park. It was absolutely beautiful at the Park and the 
colors of the trees were gorgeous! The staff was busy 
the past couple of weeks, planning for this fun, 
educational environmental day.    The students were 
divided up into multiage groupings for the day. The 
day began with  Maggie Kiley meeting with the parent 

volunteers at 9:30 a.m. in the Gym.  At 9:45 a.m. the first through fifth graders 
began their walk out to the Big Woods State Park.  At 10:15 a.m., the 
Kindergartners boarded a bus and left for their ride to the Park.  Once 
everyone was there, the students separated into their multiage “family” 
groupings for the rest of the day.  Beginning at  10:45 a.m., the groups  made 
their way to the first of four different stations, where students  learned about 
Using Our Senses, doing various games and activities, which were manned by 
the staff members. Sound Off, Walk to the Falls, Rainbow Chips and a Craft 
Station making seed mosaics were the four stations.  
A picnic lunch was served at 11:55 a.m., parachute 
and organized tag games were played after lunch 
and all students and volunteers were bussed back to 
school enjoying an apple treat from P.T.O. (thanks!) 
in time for regular dismissal at 2:50 p.m.  What a 
great day we had at the Big Woods!  Thank you to all 
the volunteers! This day would not be possible 
without your help!  

A  W O N D E R F U L  D I S C O V E R Y  D AY !A  W O N D E R F U L  D I S C O V E R Y  D AY !A  W O N D E R F U L  D I S C O V E R Y  D AY !    

             On Tuesday, October 13th, the Nerstrand Volunteer Fire Department will be 
at Nerstrand Elementary School to help carry out our annual Fire Prevention unit.  
The group will meet in each classroom in Grades K-3 with a 20 minute presentation 
on Fire Safety, then go outside to the Fire truck for a 20 minute portion.  The 

school will also hold a Fire Drill so that 
the Volunteer Fire Department can 
see how we carry out these important 
drills throughout the school year.  
Special thanks go out to John Bonde, 
Nate Bonde, Derek Estrem and Bret 
Showers for helping us teach the 
students about Fire Safety.  It is these 
kinds of opportunities that remind us 
of the importance of community! 
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F i re  P re v e n ti o n  w i t h l oca l  N er s tr a nd  

Vol u n t ee r  F ir e  De pa r tm en t  



 Did you know that you can access school lunch menus from the 

Faribault Public Schools’ website?  It’s very easy to do!  Simply go to the 

Faribault Public Schools’ website at www.faribault.k12.mn.us and click 

on the Departments heading, then scroll down to Food Service and then 

scroll over to Menus.  When you get to the Menus screen, you click on 

Elementary and then the month and meal, for example: October and 

Lunch and you should be able to print out the October Lunch menu. If 

you need a Gluten free menu, that is available as well. In an effort to 

conserve paper and energy, we will no longer print them out at school 

and send them home with students.  Thank you in advance for your help 

in obtaining your lunch menus from the Faribault website.  If you have 

questions, please don’t hesitate to call the school office at 507-333-

6850.  

Sodexo Lunch Menus  

Breakfasts are Coming to Nerstrand! 

 Breakfast is an important way for children to start their day and Nerstrand School is going to begin offering 
Breakfast Grab Bags.  The benefits of breakfast are pretty remarkable, if you would like to learn more you can go to 
the following link: http://schoolbreakfastinitiative.org/why-breakfast-matters.  These new healthy and well balanced 
grab bags will be available starting October 19th, 2015.    
Our new breakfast plan overview is as follows: 

Breakfast is offered from 8:15 am – 8:30 am 
Breakfast Cost is $.40 for Paid Students and Free for Free and Reduced Meal Benefit Eligible Students.  Applica-

tions to apply are online at Faribault.Feepay.com   
To make online payments to your child's lunch account go to the Faribault Home Page, click on Departments.  

Under Departments go to Food Service and then to online payments. 
Students will pick up a breakfast bag in the main hallway and enter in meal #. 
Students will then enjoy their breakfast in the classroom prior to class beginning. 

Example of a Breakfast Grab Bag 
Low Fat Milk, Peach Cup and a Whole Grain Blueberry Muffin 
 

*If you have any questions please contact the following personnel: Tim Cockram 333-6773 or Kim Knott 333-6852 

New Emergency Line 
Our telephone lines are connected with the internet and so when our T-1 (internet) connection goes down, 

we are not able to make or receive phone calls.  We have now installed an analog phone that does not use 

the internet, but it is only meant for when the main line is not working   If you phone the main line and it 

goes directly to voice mail, without ringing it may be that the line is down, and so using this number is ap-

propriate.  This new number is:   507-333-6860.    Again, please only use this line if the main line (333-6850) 

goes down.   

http://schoolbreakfastinitiative.org/why-breakfast-matters
http://www.faribault.feepay.com


Corn Shock made by  Pra ir ie  Students  

      Heather’s Prairie students enjoyed working on building a corn shock with Environmental Man, Larry 

Richie on Tuesday, October 6th  in front of the school near the bell 

tower.   Each student listened as Larry explained how to make a 

corn shock and why farmers used to put their corn into shocks, 

which was so that the air could get through the corn and help to dry 

it.  The students carried the corn stalks from Larry’s pickup to the 

shock with Larry’s expert guidance. The Prairie students are very 

proud of the work they did with the corn shock. It looks great in 

front of our school!  Good job, Prairie friends!   

Fun Run is  a  Fun Mile Run!  
     The weather was nice on Monday afternoon, October 5th,  for the 

Fun Run at Alexander Park.  Many Nerstrand Elementary School stu-

dents participated in the Run spon-

sored by the Elementary School Physi-

cal Education teachers along with the 

Faribault Falcon Cross Country team, 

who encouraged and ran alongside 

the students.   Congratulations to all who ran!   

Har vest  Parade Just  Around the  Corner!  

 On Friday, October 30th, Nerstrand Elementary School will 

continue the longstanding tradition of parading through downtown 

Nerstrand in our Halloween costumes.  The Harvest Parade will start 

from the school at approximately 1:00 p.m.  Students and parents are 

reminded that costumes will be put on just before the parade and will 

not be worn throughout the day.  We ask 

that students do not wear face paint, make

-up or hair color.  We are also continuing our policy of “non-violence” re-

garding Halloween costumes.  Storybook characters, cartoon characters, ani-

mals, or costumes of favorite careers have worked well in the past.  Thank 

you for your cooperation in this matter.  It helps make for a very positive 

Halloween experience for everyone!  You are invited to come watch the pa-

rade which will wind through Main Street in Nerstrand at approximately 1:00 

p.m. on Friday, October 30th.   



Student Handbook now on Website!  

 The Student Handbook is on our school’s web-

site. It’s under the Board tab, under policies and it’s at 

the very end of the policies list.   

 We thought it would be a good idea to include 

this on our website for your reference.  Each student 

was issued a folder either at Open House evening or on 

the first day of school.  Please refer to it for important 

information on procedures and programs; contact infor-

mation; and many other school related practices.   

 As always, if you have any questions on any of 

the information included in the Student Handbook, 

please don’t hesitate to call the office at 333-6850 and 

ask. We’d be happy to assist you! There is a lot of infor-

mation included, so take the time to read through all of 

it to insure you understand our policies and procedures! 

Thank you so much! 

Maggie is back! New Director takes the helm! 

Happy October Everyone!  It has been a whirlwind of activity here at Nerstrand School, but 

we are off to a great start to the school year.  I love my new job and am so happy to be 

here.   

 This week I had my second Spotlight lunch with those students who are in the spotlight 

this week.   I always ask students about some of their favorite things about being here at 

Nerstrand School.  The 12 students I have met with so far this year tell me they like Ner-

strand because they don’t feel bullied here, they love the traditions at our school , having 

PE and Music each day and the multi-age classrooms.  It is always interesting to hear them 

tell me what makes Nerstrand special to them.   

I am also helping teach Literature Groups in the Woodlands, which has always been a favorite part of my day as a 

teacher.    Our group is learning about George Washington’s life, which connects with the Woodlands’ study of the 

Revolutionary War.  I am grateful to be able to still be in the classroom so that Nerstrand students see me in a variety 

of settings.   

As we move into October we look forward to making bricks with the Savannah to finish some work in the Peace Gar-

den,  the Harvest Parade and conferences coming up in November.  There is rarely a dull moment at this school!  



 Special thanks go out to the PTO for spon-

soring the CLIMB Theatre presentations on Tues-

day, September 30th here at Nerstrand Elemen-

tary. The two very talented actors from CLIMB visit-

ed each classroom with a message about bullying 

prevention.  Ask your student if they remember the 

stories and play-acting that the actors shared. We 

can all use a reminder about why it is so important 

to try to prevent bullying in our school and espe-

cially on the buses to and from school.       

CLIMB Theatre, located in Inver Grove Heights, MN, is a nationally recognized 

non-profit company that has provided programming to K-12 schools for 40 years. 

CLIMB’s theatre artists write, produce and present plays and drama classes on 

topics like bullying, self control, respect and the environment.  CLIMB’s work is 

not only entertaining, it is educational. Independent research done on their pro-

grams show that young people learn, and change their thinking and even their 

behavior, because of CLIMB.  CLIMB reaches between 200,000 to 300,000 stu-

dents and teachers annually, primarily in MN, but also in WI, IA, IL, ND and SD.  

We appreciate PTO supporting this endeavor for our students.  

Wednesday, October 14th No School—Teacher Comp. Day 
Thursday and Friday, 
      October 15th & 16th  No School—Education MN Conference  
Friday, October 30th      1:00 p.m.—Harvest Parade to downtown 
Monday, November 2nd 7:-00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting 
Thursday, November 5th 3:00-4:00 p.m.—Community Coffee 
Monday, November 9th 3 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting 
Wednesday, November 11th       Early Dismissal Staff Dev. Day 
Friday, November 20th Report Cards go home 
Monday, November 23rd  3:30—8:00 p.m.— Conferences 
    Scholastic Book Fair 
Tuesday, November 24th 3:30—8:00 p.m.— Conferences 

    Scholastic Book Fair 

Wednesday, November 25th  No School for Students 

    8:00 a.m.—Noon— Conferences 

    Scholastic Book Fair 

Thursday & Friday, 

     November 26th & 27th No School—Thanksgiving Break 

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  

Here Is another picture from 

the Fun Run!  
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Contact Information: 

205 South 2nd Street 
P.O. Box 156 

Nerstrand, MN  55053 
 
 

Main Office Phone: 

507-333-6850 
 

Attendance Phone Line: 

507-333-6851 
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507-333-6870 

 
 

Website: 

www.nerstrand.charter. 

k12.mn.us 

 
 

Email Address: 

info@nerstrand. 

charter.k12.mn.us 

Bullying Prevention Sessions with CLIMB Theatre 


