Tuesday, October 14, 2014
environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

A W O N D E R F U L D I S C O V E R Y D AY !
Over thirty parent and grandparent volunteers
helped to make our annual Discovery Day quite a
success on Friday, October 10th at Big Woods State
Park. We had to reschedule our annual environmental
day from October 3rd, because of a rainy, miserable
day on the 3rd. It was absolutely beautiful on the 10th
at the Park and the colors of the trees were gorgeous!
The staff was busy the past couple of weeks, planning
for this fun, educational environmental day.
The
students were divided up into multiage groupings for the day. The day began
with Lori Arndt meeting with the parent volunteers at 9:30 a.m. in the Gym.
At 9:45 a.m. the first through fifth graders began their walk out to the Big
Woods State Park. At 10:15 a.m., the Kindergartners boarded a bus and left for
their ride to the Park. Once everyone was there, the students separated into
their multiage “family” groupings for the rest of the day. Beginning at 10:45
a.m., the groups made their way to the first of four different stations, where
students learned about Native Americans, doing various games and activities,
which were manned by the staff members. Salmon Run, Walk to the Falls,
Ducks and Ptarmigans and a Craft Station were
the four stations. A picnic lunch was served at
11:55 a.m. and all students and volunteers were
bussed back to school enjoying an apple treat
from P.T.O. (thanks!) in time for regular dismissal
at 2:50 p.m. What a great day we had at the Big
Woods! Thank you to all the volunteers!

Fire Prevention with local Nerstrand
Vo l u n t e e r F i r e D e p a r t m e n t
On Tuesday, October 14th, the Nerstrand Volunteer Fire Department was at
Nerstrand Elementary School to help carry out our annual Fire Prevention unit.
The group met in each classroom in Grades K-3 with a 20 minute presentation on
Fire Safety, then it was outside to the Fire truck for a 20 minute portion. The
school also held a Fire Drill so that the
Volunteer Fire Department could see
how we carry out these important
drills throughout the school year.
Special thanks go out to John Bonde,
Nate Bonde, Derek Estrem and Bret
Showers for helping us teach the
students about Fire Safety. It is these
kinds of opportunities that remind us
of the importance of community!

Sodexo Lunch Menus
Did you know that you can access school lunch menus from the
Faribault Public Schools’ website? It’s very easy to do! Simply go to the
Faribault Public Schools’ website at www.faribault.k12.mn.us and click
on the Departments heading, then scroll down to Food Service and then
scroll over to Menus. When you get to the Menus screen, you click on
Elementary and then the month and meal, for example: October and
Lunch and you should be able to print out the October Lunch menu. If
you need a Gluten free menu, that is available as well. In an effort to
conserve paper and energy, we will no longer print them out at school
and send them home with students. Thank you in advance for your help
in obtaining your lunch menus from the Faribault website. If you have
questions, please don’t hesitate to call the school office at 507-333-6850.

Peace Garden Video Tour Coming Soon!
The Student Ambassadors have been busy with their advisor, Jan Boudreau, putting the finishing touches on their script for the Peace Garden Video that is being produced to be loaded onto our website in the near
future. Larry Richie, our Environmental Volunteer, and the man behind the Children’s Peace Garden in our front
school courtyard, helped write the script and explain why, how and where each country is represented in our
Peace Garden. Troy Temple, of TLT Videos, came out on Thursday, October 9th and did the filming of the students. Using the video and some still pictures, he will put
together, edit and produce the short video to run on our
website. Troy even brought his new drone with and took
an aerial photo of our school. With the fall colors so beautiful, it turned out quite good, don’t you think?
So be looking for the Peace Garden video on our
Nerstrand School website coming soon. Thanks to Troy,
Larry, Jan Boudreau and all the student Ambassadors for
their help.

Minnesota Teacher of the Year Nominations
Nominations are open through Nov. 15 for 2015 Minnesota Teacher of the Year. Nominations can be
submitted online with the form at www.educationminnesota.org. Go to the homepage for the link.

C o r n S ho c k m a d e by P ra i r ie S t u d e nt s
Heather’s Prairie students enjoyed working on building a corn
shock with Environmental Man, Larry Richie on Thursday, September 25th
in front of the school near the bell tower. Each student listened as Larry
explained how to make a corn shock and why farmers used to put their
corn into shocks, which was so that the air could get through the corn and
help to dry it. The students carried the corn stalks from Larry’s pickup to
the shock with Larry’s expert guidance. The Prairie students are very proud
of the work they did with the corn shock. It looks great in front of our
school! Good job, Prairie friends!

H a r ve st Pa ra de J u st A ro u n d t h e C o r n e r !
On Friday, October 31st, Nerstrand Elementary School will continue
the longstanding tradition of parading through downtown Nerstrand in our
Halloween costumes. The Harvest Parade will start from the school at approximately 1:00 p.m. Students and parents are reminded that costumes will
be put on just before the parade and will not be worn throughout the day.
We ask that students do not wear face paint,
make-up or hair color. We are also continuing our
policy of “non-violence” regarding Halloween costumes. Storybook characters, cartoon characters,
animals, or costumes of favorite careers have worked well in the past.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. It helps make for a very positive Halloween experience for everyone! You are invited to come watch the
parade which will wind through Main Street in Nerstrand at approximately
1:00 p.m. on Friday, October 31st.

Fun Run is a Fun Mile Run!
The weather was nice on Tuesday afternoon, September 30th, for
the Fun Run at Alexander Park. Many Nerstrand Elementary School students participated in the Run sponsored by the Elementary
School Physical Education teachers along with
the Faribault Falcon Cross Country team, who
encouraged and ran alongside the students.
Carmen and the Nerstrand runners! Congratulations to all who ran!

Student Handbook now on Website!
The Student Handbook is on our school’s website. It’s under the Board tab, under policies and it’s at
the very end of the policies list. There have been a couple of changes that we would like to point out to you.
The price of lunches changed slightly since our folders
went to print. The student lunch is now $2.10 and the
adult lunch is now $3.40. Also, we have changed the
days of homeroom. Homerooms now meet on Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday, while Art Day is Wednesday,
there is no homeroom on Fridays.
We thought it would be a good idea to include
this on our website for your reference. The entire folder
will appear, including the calendar that is located on the
back of the folder. Each student was issued a folder either at Open House evening or on the first day of
school. Please refer to it for important information on
procedures and programs; contact information; and
many other school related practices.

Interested in Showing Your Pride in our School?
Would you be interested in showing your pride in our school? We are looking for a couple parents to
help with a new marketing campaign for Nerstrand Elementary School. In the past we have not had the need to
advertise or do much marketing of our school. Since the state has instituted all-day, everyday Kindergarten
throughout the state, we are beginning to see the affects of that locally with enrollment. Although we have a
healthy enrollment this year, we are looking at future years and wanting to be proactive in our marketing program. We are very unique in our ability to offer every day physical education and music classes to all of our students. Our service learning and environmental education is also a good selling point, along with a fabulous parent support groups through our Parent-Teacher Organization and the
Eagle Open Golf Committee. Our dedicated staff and Board of Directors
are excited to look to the future and encourage families to choose Nerstrand Elementary School for their children! Please call the school office
The Little School by the
at 507-333-6850 if you would like to work on our Marketing task force.
Big Woods...an amazing
education for your child!
We are confident that our Little School in the Big Woods will continue to
thrive well into the future! Thanks for considering this opportunity.

Nerstrand Elementary
School
Contact Information:
205 South 2nd Street
P.O. Box 156
Nerstrand, MN 55053
Main Office Phone:
507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851
Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
Website:
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us
Email Address:
info@nerstrand.
charter.k12.mn.us

RESPECT Sessions with CLIMB Theatre
Special thanks go out to the PTO for sponsoring the CLIMB Theatre
presentations on Tuesday, September 30th here at Nerstrand Elementary. The
two very talented actors from CLIMB visited each classroom with a message
about respect. Ask your student if they remember the stories and play-acting
about Broadway Bound Pinocchio and the Respect Inventor. We can all use a
reminder about why it is so important to pay attention and be respectful to other people and their property.
CLIMB Theatre, located in Inver Grove Heights, MN, is a nationally recognized
non-profit company that has provided programming to K-12 schools for 40 years.
CLIMB’s theatre artists write, produce and present plays and drama classes on
topics like bullying, self control, respect and the environment. CLIMB’s work is not only entertaining, it is educational. Independent research done on their programs
show that young people learn, and change their thinking
and even their behavior, because of CLIMB. CLIMB reaches between 200,000 to 300,000 students and teachers
annually, primarily in MN, but also in WI, IA, IL, ND and
SD. We appreciate PTO supporting this endeavor for our
students.

Upcoming Dates
Here are more pictures from
the Fun Run!

Wednesday, October 15th No School—Teacher Comp. Day
Thursday and Friday,
October 16th & 17th No School—Education MN Conference
Friday, October 31st 1:00 p.m.—Harvest Parade to downtown
Monday, November 3rd 7:-00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
Thursday, November 6th 3:00-4:00 p.m.—Community Coffee
Monday, November 10th 3 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting
Wednesday, November 12th
Early Dismissal Staff Dev. Day
Friday, November 21st
Report Cards go home
Monday, November 24th 3:30—8:00 p.m.— Conferences
Scholastic Book Fair
Tuesday, November 25th 3:30—8:00 p.m.— Conferences
Scholastic Book Fair
Wednesday, November 26th No School for Students
8:00 a.m.—Noon— Conferences
Scholastic Book Fair
Thursday & Friday,
November 27th & 28th No School—Thanksgiving Break

