
 Get ready to rock and roll!  Our annual P.T.O. sponsored Sock 
Hop is scheduled for Friday, March 7th from 6:00—8:00 p.m. The only 
admission is a pair of adult socks to be donated to the Simpson 
Homeless Shelter in Minneapolis.  Also welcome are hotel-sized 

shampoos, lotions, etc. Special thanks go out to the Nerstrand Elementary School 
P.T.O. group, for planning and booking the DJ, arranging for the donations of food 
items, and getting ready for a great evening of fun and dancing in the Nerstrand 
Elementary School gymnasium.  Please help us out by coming to enjoy the Sock Hop 
as a family.  We do not want students dropped off to attend the Sock Hop on their 
own.  We welcome the many Nerstrand alumni to come back and reconnect with 
friends at the Sock Hop, but we ask families to please 
come together. Students need to be supervised by at 
least one of their parents at these events.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in helping us assure a safe and fun 
experience for all ages of students and their families. 
 This picture is from last year’s very successful 
Sock Hop.  The students had a great time, as did the 
parents of the students.  Plan now to slick back your 
hair, slap on your poodle skirt and bobby socks and get 
ready to enjoy the lights, music and dancing coming 
your way tomorrow night!  Food items for sale near the 
kitchen area include: Nerstrand Meat Market hot dogs, 
pizza, chips, cookies, apples, soda and water.  See you 
Friday night! 

PTO Sock Hop is Tomorrow, March 7th! 

 The PTO is looking for a few, actually, 
many good men and women to help with the 
annual PTO Carnival to be held on Friday, May 
2nd.  Donations are needed for the Silent Auction 
and Bingo prizes, as well as adults to work at the 
Carnival.  There will be two shifts, so you will still 
be able to enjoy the festivities with your family 
either before or after your shift to work.  A set-up 
crew and a clean-up crew will also be needed to 

assist.   Be looking for the PTO Carnival Sign-up Sheet which will be coming 
home with your child soon or sign up at the Sock Hop tomorrow night.  The 
PTO hopes that this Carnival will be the great success it has always been.  In 
order for that to happen, everyone needs to contribute and participate.  
That’s what makes this school such a wonderful place to be!  From the 
bottoms of our hearts, we thank you in advance for your help in making all of 
the activities that take place here such wonderful successes!  We know we 
can count on you to help out! The theme for this year’s Carnival will be 
“Under the Sea!”  M
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Annual Carnival Needs YOU!  



In building on our successes at Nerstrand Elementary, we have been transitioning the multiage grade configurations for 
the past two years to offer a consistent experience for all students that is aligned to our school mission. Our mission to 
provide a nurturing, multiage environment which fosters collaboration and character development, has led us to look 
comprehensively at grade configuration.  

Last school year, Savannah (which was previously grades 1 - 3) transitioned to a grades two and three multiage. We call 
the kindergarten and first grade experience ‘Prairie’, using the team name for two grade levels represented -- the same 
way that we do for each of our other teams: Savannah’ for grades two and three, and ‘Woodlands’ for grades four and 
five.  

Since the beginning of this school year the kindergarten and first grade students have been learning together in 
multiage groups during specialist time for physical education and music. Beginning second semester, their learning in 
science and social studies themes began as multiage groups. Math will remain at grade level, as is also the case in 
Savannah and Woodlands.  

Educational research indicates that students benefit both academically and emotionally from being placed in multiage 
classrooms. Multiage classrooms and homeroom experiences are among the things that make Nerstrand Elementary 
student learning experience unique.  

The Nerstrand School Board is committed to transitioning the kindergarten and first grades to multiage to strengthen 
the overall learning experience by offering it consistently at each level. Next Fall, the K-1 students will begin the school 
year, in a multiage classroom, like the other teams.  

Some benefits of multiage grouping that are aligned with our mission ‘to empower students to be self-directed lifelong 
independent learners’ include:  

~ Children have almost an extra month of teaching time, because only half of the class is newly assigned to the teacher 
in the Fall, the other children have been working together previously with the same teacher.  

~ Children are able to spend longer periods of time with the same teacher. This allows the teacher to develop a deeper 
understanding of a child’s strengths and needs, and is therefore in a better position to support the child’s learning.  

~ Children have several years to develop, and are able to see themselves as progressive, successful learners.  

~ Children are viewed as unique individuals. The teacher focuses on teaching each child according to his or her own 
strengths, unlike in same-grade classrooms that often expect all children to be at the same place at the same time with 
regard to ability.  

~ Children develop a sense of family with their classmates. They become a "family of learners" who support and care for 
each other.  

~ Older children have the opportunity to serve as mentors and to take leadership roles.  

~ Children are more likely to cooperate than compete. The spirit of cooperation and caring makes it possible for 
children to help each other as individuals, not see each other as competitors.  

~ Older children model more sophisticated approaches to problem solving, and younger children are able to accomplish 
tasks they could not do without the assistance of older children. This dynamic increases the older child’s level of 
independence and competence.  

~ Children are invited to take charge of their learning, by making choices at centers and with project work. This sense of 
"ownership" and self-direction is the foundation for lifelong learning.  

The Nerstrand School Board believes that the transition to kindergarten and first grade multiage learning will allow 

students to build on their successes effectively throughout their learning continuum at Nerstrand Elementary. We are 

excited about the multiage transition work and the opportunity to offer continuity to the experience in ways that 

strengthen the learning outcomes for all students.  

Multiage K-1 Classes Planned for 2014-2015 



PTO Plans  Spr ing  Pancake Breakfast  

 PTO is busy planning many fun activities for the students, staff and fami-

lies of Nerstrand Elementary School.  Please mark Sunday, April 27th on your cal-

endars now for our annual Pancake Breakfast to be held at the Knights of Colum-

bus in Faribault from 8:00 a.m. until noon.  Many adult volunteers will be needed 

to ensure that this fundraiser is successful once again.  Parents, Jennifer Umbreit 

and Tammy Ross are chairing this event again this year. We so appreciate their 

willingness to coordinate all the details for this fun, family event.  More infor-

mation will be coming home with your students once the date gets closer, but we 

wanted to alert you to the date so that you can plan ahead now to attend!   

Community Celebration Honorees Interviewed  

 Plans are already underway for our seventeenth annual 

Community Celebration of Place; Elders’ Wisdom, Children’s Song, 

which will be held on Thursday, April 24th  at 7:00 p.m. here in the 

Nerstrand Elementary School gymnasium.  Our Woodlands students 

have already begun the process by interviewing our two elders to 

be honored, David Isaacson and Merilyn Hanson.  They will take the 

information they learned at the interviews and weave their unique 

stories into songs which will be performed for the honored guests 

on April 24th. Students were intrigued by the stories the elders had to tell!   

 The tradition was started in 1998, when singer, songwriter, troubadour Larry Long, spent a 

week with our students and staff to teach us the process of interviewing the elders, and weaving their 

stories into songs.  Since then, we have been able to honor 36 area elders with unique songs highlight-

ing their lives.  It’s amazing how we all benefit  from listening to our elders!  We’ve learned that even 

the most “common” among us have dramatic stories to tell—and there’s always a life lesson to be 

learned from these wise people! What a great way to make a community connection! With the help of 

our music specialist, Melodi VanRoekel, the Woodlands students and teachers, along with Lori Arndt, 

will be working hard in the weeks to come to prepare for this special night! Plan now to attend!   

Please note that Nerstrand Elementary School will be in session 

on Friday, April 25th to make up for one of our snow/cold days.  

Bus and food service will be the same as any other school day.  



  The Eagle Open Golf Tournament is a long standing tradition for Nerstrand Ele-
mentary School. This year marks the 
14th year for this important fund rais-
ing opportunity for our school fami-
lies. In the past we have had a com-
mittee of parents who made the 
plans, obtained the golf course, solic-
ited prizes and donations, registered 
golfers, ran the tournament and made 
sure all the details were taken care of.  
That committee has shrunk in the past 
few years to where it is only a handful 
of parents doing all of the work. Un-
fortunately, the tournament is in peril of not happening unless we can get some more 
parents to help out and volunteer.  This year’s tournament is tentatively set for June 

13. Historically, this tournament fund raiser 
brings in from $6,000 to $7,000 for the school 
each year.  But, without any new people to car-
ry on and take the place of people that have 
left, it’s a lot of work for the few people that 
do make it happen.   

 The following people currently serve on 
the Eagle Open Golf Tournament:  Lee and 
Monica Gernandt, Brad and Catherine Luebke, 
John and Carmen Bonde, Travis Roethler and 
Steve Potter.  If you would like to consider this 
important opportunity, please contact any of 
these committee members or call the school 
office at 507-333-6850 and we will get you in 

contact with the committee.  We so appreciate you giving this some thought.  We 
would love to have this tradition continue for years to come!   

  

Important Message from Eagle Open  

Golf Tournament Committee 



 As many of you know, our Spring Break is coming up in March.  
We will be out of school from Monday, March 17th through March 21st.  
We will return to regular classes on Monday, March 24th.  When we 
return to school after Spring Break, we’ll be busy preparing for the 
Community Celebration on April 24th, as well as the MCA II testing for the 3rd –5th 
graders, which will be taking place in April and May.  Classes will be traveling to Riv-
er Bend Nature Center this spring as well.   
 The fifth graders have been working on their D.A.R.E. studies each Tuesday 
and will have D.A.R.E. graduation on April 30th.  More information will be coming 
home with your students as the dates get closer.  Before you know it, our end of 
the school year Awards and 5th Grade Graduation along with our Picnic at the Big 
Woods State Park will be here!  That will take place on Wednesday, June 4th.  
Spring is sure to be a busy one here! 

Friday, March 7th   Ambassadors to Peace Prize Festival 

    6-8 p.m.— P.T.O. Sock Hop 

Monday, March 10th  Report Cards go home 

    3:00 p.m.— Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Tuesday, March 11th   3:30-8:00 p.m.— Conferences 

Wednesday, March 12th Early Dismissal Staff Dev. Day 

        School Spirit “Mismatch, Inside-Out, Backwards Day” 

    1-5 p.m.— Conferences 

Thursday, March 13th Kinders to Riverbend Nature Center 

    3:30-8:00 p.m.— Conferences 

Friday, March 14th  FMS Band visits 

Monday, March 17th - 

 Friday, March 21st No School — Spring Break 

Friday, March 28th  West Concord Charter School visits 

Thursday, April 3rd  3:00-4:00 p.m. — Community Coffee  

Monday, April 7th  7:00 p.m.— P.T.O. Meeting 

Wednesday, April 9th  Early Dismissal Staff Dev. Day 

    School Spirit “Twins’ Day” 

    Community Lunch 

Monday, April 14th  3:00 p.m.— Board of Directors’ Meeting 

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  
We’re on the Web! 

www.nerstrand.charter. 

k12.mn.us 

 

Nerstrand Elementary 

School 

Contact Information 

205 South 2nd Street 
P.O. Box 156 

Nerstrand, MN  55053 
 

Main OfficePhone: 

507-333-6850 

 

Attendance Phone Line: 

507-333-6851 

 

Fax Phone Line: 

507-333-6870 

 

Email Address: 

nerstrand@ 

faribault.k12.mn.us 

Spring Break and More! 

Have you been to the 

island lately? 

Just a reminder that be-

cause of all the cold/

snow days we’ve had, we 

WILL be in session on 

Friday, April 25th.  Ner-

strand Elementary School 

will be in session on Fri-

day, April 25th!   

2014 Faribault Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 19th at 10:30 a.m.  

Upper Shattuck School Campus 1000 Shumway Ave. 

Children ages 1-11 from the community are invited to join in! 


