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environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

Happy New Year!
We would like to extend to you and your family a very Happy New Year! Our
hope is that 2014 is a great year for everyone! We have much to look forward to
during the second half of our school year. We will be traveling to the Faribault High
School on January 23rd to see the children’s play, performed by the drama team at
the High School. Please remember to bring a non-perishable food item to donate to
the Food Shelf. We will begin our Winter testing with the NWEA Measures of
Academic Progress in the Computer Lab starting next week. All students, grades
kindergarten through fifth will be tested. The fifth graders will begin their D.A.R.E.
Education program in February. All classes will enjoy visits to the RiverBend Nature
Center both for a winter unit and/or a spring unit. We will enjoy another visit from a
Minnesota author this spring celebrating the Year of the Reader program. The P.T.O.
Sock Hop will be on Friday, March 7th and before we know it, we’ll be planning
Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences for March 11th, 12th and 13th. Spring Break
will be the week of March 17th—21st. April means our Community Celebration is
just around the corner, scheduled for Thursday, April 24th. Nerstrand Elementary
School will not have school in session on Friday, April 25th, which is unique to us. All
other Faribault Schools will be in session that day. The annual P.T.O. Carnival is
scheduled for Friday, May 2nd and Fifth Grade Field Day is set for Tuesday, May
13th. Before we know it, we’ll be talking about our Awards Day and Fifth Grade
Graduation, which is our last day of school, Wednesday, June 4th.
So, as you can see, we have many fun and interesting activities to look
forward to in the coming months. Plan now to get involved in the P.T.O., as they
have many opportunities to make a difference in the lives of our most precious little
people! The February Meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 3rd at 7:00 p.m.
in the Media Center.

The Snow Tree
There was excitement in the air at Nerstrand Elementary School on Thursday,
December 19th for the annual Winter Program put on by the K-5th grade students, under
the direction of music specialist, Melodi VanRoekel. Two performances were given on
Thursday, one at 12:45 and again at 6:45 p.m. The fifth grade band started off playing
several selections. The highlight of the program was the musical production of “The
Snow”, a musical adapted from the book with the same title, and arranged by Melodi.
The book is about giving which fit perfectly with our Holiday Sharing project called The
Mitten Tree, where students donated hats, mittens and gloves to the St. Vincent DePaul
Charity in Faribault. All 156
students in grades K-5 were
involved in the production,
with the fifth graders taking
center stage with the
speaking parts. Many Orff
instruments, drums, and
many solo singing parts were
all
a
part
of
the
performances!
It was a
wonderful program to be
sure!

PTO, Box Tops For Education and MORE!
Special thanks go out to several parent volunteers for their efforts to help count, package and
send out the many items we save and recycle for on-going PTO fundraisers. Jennifer Kispert
has been in charge of the Box Tops for Education project and thanks to your donations and her
work, we recently received a check in excess of $700.00. She trims the box tops, counts them,
packages them and sends them into General Mills to receive funds for our school. Please look
through your drawers and send all of your Box Tops for Education to school, so that Jennifer can send all the Box Tops for the
March deadline. Thank you so much, Jennifer! We appreciate all you do!
Monica Gernandt has given her time and energy in coordinating our Campbell Soup Label drive. She takes all the labels
home, trims them, sorts and counts them, packages them for us to send in for school equipment, books, videos, computer software,
etc. that we have earned with the labels. Something new with the Campbell Soup Label project is that they now just want the UPC
Code off of the label, not the front panel. Now might be a good time to look through all those drawers and cupboards for the labels
you’ve been saving over the past year, and send them into the school! We wouldn’t want Monica’s scissors to be idle! Thanks!
And finally, do you ever wonder what happens to all of those sour-milk smelling milk caps and bag tops? Again, Monica
Gernandt has also given of her time and garage space to sort, store, count, package and send in all of the Milk
Moola, Kemps and Land-O-Lakes milk caps and bag tops, and Malt-O-Meal bags for the PTO. We so appreciate all
the help she’s given us in this endeavor. Keep sending in those milk caps and bag tops so we can
receive a huge check this spring! Thanks, Monica, for all your efforts!
You are both great volunteers and we are so thankful for all you do for our school! Kudos!

D.A.R.E. to Begin in February for 5th Graders
Once again, our fifth graders will learn about drug and alcohol abuse resistance education during their D.A.R.E. training, set to begin on February 11th. We
are grateful that this program is continuing for our students, as we feel it is a very
worthwhile educational program for our fifth graders. They learn the dangers of
drugs and alcohol use and learn clever ways to say “no” to drugs and alcohol if they are approached as
they get older. The program also teaches them to respect themselves and their bodies and to make
healthy choices for their futures. Special thanks to Maggie Kiley for making the arrangements for our
D.A.R.E. program this year. The fourth graders will be working on a Health unit during this time.

Food Containers Needed for any Food in Lockers
Please make sure that any food that students bring to school is in a plastic container or zip lock type bag to avoid any visits by ants or mice! We have had some evidence
lately and want to avoid a bigger problem. We want to especially remind Woodlands’ students to please be aware that any food left in their lockers
must be in a plastic container or zip lock type bag. Thank you for your help with this!

H o l i d ay S h a r i n g Wra p - U p
The holiday season has come and gone and our special holiday service project was a great success again this year!
In conjunction with our Winter Program, we decided to collect mittens, hats and gloves for our Mitten Tree project. Items
collected were donated to the St. Vincent DePaul charity organization in Faribault. Melodi Van Roekel contacted Bill Sartor,
our 2013 Community Celebration honoree, who volunteers at the St. Vincent DePaul site, to see if this project would be
acceptable. His response was a resounding “Yes!” Many students, their parents and Melodi delivered the items to the Faribault site on Friday, December 20th and were treated to a tour of the facility and left with a greater understanding of what the mission of this great organization was. Over 150 hats and over 130 pairs of mittens and gloves were donated. We are amazed at the generosity of our small school family and appreciate so much your commitment to this and the many other projects we undertake here at the Little School
in the Big Woods. Thanks so much!
As a reward for their generosity, the students and staff enjoyed a movie on the afternoon of December 20th in the gymnasium, complete with popcorn or cereal, provided by
the P.T.O. Special thanks to Monica Gernandt, Cara Waddell and Sarah Lockerby for coming
that morning and popping all the popcorn and preparing the cereal for the students. It was School Spirit Pajama Day too, so there were some very comfortable looking students and staff that day!

Board Electronic Device Policy
The Nerstrand Board of Directors’ recently passed a new Electronic Device Policy, which includes cellular phones,
digital imaging devices and other personal electronic devices. The entire policy can be viewed on our website
(www.nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us) under the Board of Directors tab.
The policy is to set forth expectations for appropriate use of existing and emerging technologies which students
may possess, including but not limited to cellular phones, digital picture/video cameras and/or camera phones, personal
digital assistants (PDAs) iPods, MP3s, pagers and other personal electronic devices capable of transmitting data or images.
Basically, cellular phones and other personal electronic devices are not allowed and shall be turned off
and kept out of sight during the school day. Please discuss this important policy with your children. Thank you.

Regal Eagles Position Available
Seeking experienced caregiver, for school-age childcare program position at Nerstrand Elementary School working 3
hours per day, 2:30 – 5:30, meeting the needs of children in grades K-5, including planning activities and crafts. The
Regal Eagles Club starts the first day of school and continues throughout the school year. We offer additional club
programming on the early dismissal days (usually the 2nd Wednesday afternoon of the month). Experience working
with elementary-age children preferred. Responsibilities include billing statements and simple accounting for the
program.
Position has potential to expand to 6.75 hours per day working as classroom paraprofessional, working 10:15 am to
2:30, depending on qualifications and interest. If you would like to explore becoming part of our student-centered
team, please send letter of application, resume and 3 references to: Regal Eagles Search, c/o Nerstrand Elementary,
P.O. Box 156, Nerstrand, MN 55053, or email info@nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us. Application Open until filled.
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P.O. Box 156
Nerstrand, MN 55053
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507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851
Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
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Upcoming Dates
We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Have you been to the
island lately?

Monday, January 20th
Tuesday, January 21st
Thursday, January 23rd
Monday, February 3rd
Monday, February 10th
Thursday, February 13th
Tuesday, February 14th
Monday, February 17th
Monday, March 3rd
Friday, March 7th
Monday, March 10th
Tuesday, March 11th
Wednesday, March 12th

No School—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
No School— Teacher Work Day
F.H.S. Children’s Theatre
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting
D.A.R.E. for 5th Graders
No School—Teacher Comp. Day
No School—Teacher Work Day
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
6-8 p.m.—P.T.O. Sock Hop
Report Cards go home
3:30-8 p.m.—Conferences
Early Dismissal Staff Development Day
1:00—5:00 p.m.—Conferences
3:30-8:00 p.m.—Conferences

Thursday, March 13th
Monday, March 17th
—Friday, March 21st No School—Spring Break
Monday, March 24th
Back to School after Spring Break

