Thursday, February 11, 2016
environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

Canoe Work Completed
Larry Richie, our Environmental Man, has
been working on a special project this winter and
needed our students’ help. Here is a description
from Larry about the Dug-out Canoe.
One does not build a dugout canoe. The
canoe is already in the log. The maker removes the
excess wood. This is a process which has been going
on around the world for a long time.
In
Minnesota, Native Americans have been making
dugout canoes for thousands of years. Dugout
canoes
played a
key roll in the early fur trade in Minnesota.
We chose a standing 22 foot long
cottonwood log which was 32 inches across
on the bottom end. With the students at
Cannon River STEM School, we removed the
bark and flattened the top and bottom of the
log using wooden wedges driving them with
ironwood drivers. A pointed taper was
burned on the bow and a rounded taper was
burned on the stern. The inside of the canoe
is being burned out with fire and by scraping
off the charcoal with sharpened wooden
sticks. Larry moved the canoe from the Cannon River STEM School to River Bend Nature
Center to continue the work. Then he brought it out to Nerstrand for our 3rd, 4th and
5th graders to work on. The canoe will be launched this spring on the millpond at
Alexander Park in Faribault. After the canoe had been flattened on the top and the
bottom, a fire was started on the top. The canoe has been burned for 18 days. The fire
typically gets started at 9:00 a.m. and burns until about 4:00 p.m. most days. The canoe
has now been hollowed out to a depth of over nine inches. When complete, the canoe
will have a depth of 14 inches.

Art Adventures
Special thanks to Cara Waddell for organizing the Art Adventures program for our
students this year through the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. Parent volunteers, Becky Ford, Kurt
Klett, Jenni Hegseth, Catherine Luebke and Cara Waddell attended a special training at the MIA
about the works of art that are included in this year’s
program. Starting on Thursday, February 4th, and
continuing through Wednesday, February 10th, our
students have enjoyed a presentation every day by
one of the five
parent volunteers.
Here are a few
pictures from the
presentations.
What a great
program for our
students!

Cinderella is Alive and Well!
The Savannah classes have been working on a Cinderella unit the past
several weeks. They have read the classic fairy tale from 11 different countries around the world, which fits in nicely with their study of countries in
Social Studies. They are finishing up writing their own version of the Cinderella story and today, they are having their Cinderella ball, in collaboration
with their Valentine’s Day celebration. Many of the children and staff dressed
the part with their
fancy ball attire.
This is just one example of education
coming “alive” for
our students.

P.T.O. plans are underway for the Annual Sock Hop, to be held in the Nerstrand
Elementary School gymnasium on Friday, March 4th from 6:00—8:00 p.m.! Plan now
to attend. The only charge for admission is the donation of new adult-sized socks to
be donated to the Simpson Homeless Shelter in Minneapolis.

L i s a M . B o l t S im o ns , MN A u t h o r to V i si t
For 27 years, the Faribault School District has promoted the Year of the Reader program. This program offers schools
a visit from a Minnesota children’s author. Our P.T.O. group funds our participation in this important endeavor. We are grateful to the Nerstrand P.T.O. for their support and to the Faribault School District for including us in the Author visit over that past
many years.
On Friday, March 4th, Lisa M. Bolt Simons, a local author and Faribault teacher, will come to Nerstrand Elementary
School to talk to our students about what it means to be a children’s author and how she comes up with the ideas for her
books. Some of her books include those shown below. These books and more will be for sale through the Nerstrand Media
Center. Look for the order form that came home with your student recently. Lisa M. Bolt Simons will be available to autograph
the copies of the purchased books during her visit as well. There is a website if you are interested in learning more about Lisa
M. Bolt Simons is: http://www.lisamboltsimons.com/
We look forward to her visit and thank the P.T.O. for funding this event for our students. We are so very fortunate to
benefit from these author visits each year!

Attendance Policy Changes
At our February 8th Board of Director’s Meeting, we discussed making some changes to our Attendance Policy. We want families to call us by 8:30 am about absences (we currently ask to have calls by 9:00
am). We will also be following other local school districts that have moved tardies into unexcused absences. Our proposed policy change would make four (4) unexcused tardies be considered one (1) unexcused
absence. We know that when children are absent or tardy they miss out on important instructional lessons
where key concepts or skills are introduced. Much of what is taught at school is experiential and cannot be
duplicated with worksheets and make-up packets. It’s very hard for children to have to play “catch–up” to
lessons that have already been taught in class.
We want to work with families to help their children be to school on time and consistently here. If
your family is struggling with tardies and attendance don’t hesitate to reach out to us for assistance. We
want to work together with families to make sure children are successful and that our families feel supported.
At our March board meeting we will be discussing this Policy change and formalizing it. We will be
sending out the new changes after that meeting.

Be sure to check the Nerstrand Elementary School Website often and look
at the blogs that the teachers write and upload to see what’s happening at
The Little School in the Big Woods! www.nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us
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Gao Hong Residency
The week of March 21st through 25th, Gao Hong, a Chinese Pipa soloist and composer, will be coming to Nerstrand for a residency through an
Arts Board Grant. She is a musical prodigy and master of the pipa, a pearshaped lute, which is a Chinese musical instrument. Gao began her career
as a professional musician at age 12. She
graduated with honors from China’s premier
music school, the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing, where she studied with the
great pipa master, Lin Shicheng.

Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870

Gao currently is on the music faculty
of Carleton College where she teaches Chinese instruments and directs the Chinese Music Ensemble.

Email Address:
info @nerstrand.
charter.k12.mn.us

We are so looking forward to Ms.
Hong’s visit to Nerstrand Elementary School
and listening to her play the pipa.

Upcoming Dates
We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Please remember to
send warm, winter
clothing with your
child each day of
school. Unless the
temperature
or
wind chill is below
zero, they will be
going outside for
recess. This is Minnesota!!

Friday, February 12th
No School—Teacher Comp. Day
Monday, February 15th
No School— Teacher Work Day
Friday, February 19th
All School Field Trip to MN History Center
Friday, February 26th
2nd Trimester Ends
Friday, March 4th
Year of the Reader Visit-Lisa M. Bolt Simons
6-8 p.m.— P.T.O. Sock Hop
Monday, March 7th
Report Cards go home
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
Tuesday, March 8th
3:30-8:00 p.m.— Conferences
Wednesday, March 9th
Early Dismissal Staff Dev. Day
School Spirit “Eccentric Day”
1-5 p.m.— Conferences
Thursday, March 10th
3:30-8:00 p.m.— Conferences
Friday, March 11th
No School—Nerstrand Only :)
March 14th—18th
No School—Spring Break
March 21st—25th
Gao Hong Arts Board Residency

