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environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

Honorees Chosen for
Community Celebration!
We are pleased to announce that we have chosen our community members
for our 17th annual Community Celebration of Place: Elders’ Wisdom, Children’s
Song. Nerstrand residents, Merilyn Hanson, and businessman David Isaacson have
both agreed to share their stories with our Woodlands students sometime in
February or early March and be honored with their personalized songs on Thursday,
April 24th at our annual Community Celebration. We are thrilled that these two
individuals are excited to spend some time telling us about their lives and growing
up in this community. Merilyn has had children and grandchildren attend Nerstrand
Elementary, as has David. David also served Nerstrand as a past mayor, so we are
looking forward to hearing their stories in the near future!
Our music specialist, Melodi VanRoekel, along with Woodlands teachers
Ellen Paulson and Maggie Kiley and Director, Lori Arndt, will work together to mold
these life stories into a personalized song to be performed in April. We will once
again ask community members and parents to be a part of our Community Band that
evening to provide special music for the celebration. Look for more information to
be sent home with students soon . Put April 24th on your calendars now and plan to
attend this very special evening when we honor Merilyn and David! We are excited
and grateful to these individuals for sharing a peek into their extraordinary lives with
us!

Peace Prize Festival Plans
Once again, the student ambassadors from Nerstrand Elementary School will attend
the Peace Prize Festival on Friday, March 7th, 2014 at Augsburg College in Minneapolis. The
student ambassadors are busy learning all they can about the life of Nelson Mandela, who
was a South African anti-apartheid revolutionary,
politician, activist, lawyer, and philanthropist who served
as President of South Africa from 1994 to 1999 and is one
of the Nobel Peace Prize Laureates, who won the award
in 1993 along with Fredrik Willem de Klerk.
The student ambassadors will design a display
that they will bring to the Peace Prize Festival and talk to
those attending about what they have learned. Special
thanks to Jan Boudreau for her help with this project.
Look for an article about this year’s festival and what the
ambassadors did to honor Mandela in a future edition of
the Family Update. The student ambassadors this year
include: Sebastian Malkavage, Ellie Glende, Grace
Gonzalez, Ruby Gernandt, Caelan Bratland, Nathan Eitel
and Kendra Kispert.

Multiage K-1 Plans in Motion!
In building on our successes at Nerstrand Elementary, we have
been transitioning the multiage grade configurations for the past two years
to offer a consistent experience for all students that is aligned to our
mission. Our mission to provide a nurturing, multiage environment which
fosters collaboration and character development, has led us to look
comprehensively at grade configuration.
Last school year, Savannah (which was previously grades 1 - 3)
transitioned to a grades two and three multiage. We call the kindergarten
and first grade experience ‘Prairie’, using the team name for two grade
levels represented -- the same way that we do for each of our other teams: ‘Savannah’ for grades two
and three, and ‘Woodlands’ for grades four and five.
Since the beginning of this school year the kindergarten and first grade students have been
learning together in multiage groups during specialist time for physical education and music. Beginning
second semester, their learning in science and social studies themes began as multiage groups. Math
will remain at grade level, as is also the case in Savannah and Woodlands.
Educational research indicates that students benefit both
academically and emotionally from being placed in multiage classrooms.
Multiage classrooms and homeroom experiences are among the things
that make Nerstrand Elementary student learning experience unique.
The Nerstrand School Board is committed to transitioning the
kindergarten and first grades to multiage to strengthen the overall
learning experience by offering it consistently at each level. Next fall, the
K-1 students will begin the school year, in a multiage classroom, like the
other teams. We will continue to update you about the multiage transition
work. Thank you for the trust you place in us.

Be sure to check the Nerstrand Elementary School Website often and look
at the blogs that the teachers write and upload to see what’s happening at
The Little School in the Big Woods! www.nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us
P.T.O. plans are underway for the Annual Sock Hop, to be held in the Nerstrand Elementary School gymnasium
on Friday, March 7th from 6:00—8:00 p.m.! Plan now to attend. The only charge for admission is the donation of new
adult-sized socks to be donated to the Simpson Homeless Shelter in Minneapolis.
The annual P.T.O. Carnival will be held on Friday, May 2nd from 6:00—8:00 p.m. This is the largest fund
raiser that the P.T.O. undertakes and they need everyone’s help in order for it to be a success. They have already begun the
huge task of obtaining donations for the Silent Auction and Bingo prizes. Please get involved and put these dates on your calendar and plan now to attend!

D o u g Wo o d , A u t h o r to V i s i t N e rst ra n d
For 25 years, the Faribault School District has promoted the Year of the Reader program. This program offers
school a visit from a Minnesota children’s author. Our P.T.O. group funds our participation in this important endeavor. We
are grateful to the Nerstrand P.T.O. for their support and to the Faribault School District for including us in the Author visit
over that past many years.
On Monday, March 3rd, Doug Wood will come to Nerstrand Elementary School to talk to our students about what
it means to be a children’s author and how he comes up with the ideas for his books. Some of his books include those
shown below. These books and more will be for sale in the near future through the Nerstrand Media Center. Look for an
order form coming home with your child soon. Doug Wood will be available to autograph the copies of the purchased
books during his visit as well. There is a website if you are interested in learning more about Doug Wood. It is:
www.douglaswood.com
We look forward to his visit and thank the P.T.O. for funding this event for our students. We are so very fortunate
to benefit from these author visits each year!

Staffing Changes for Fall 2014
As many of you already know, Ellen Paulson and Maggie Kiley have informed staff, students and
parents about their plans to return to the Faribault School District this fall because their leave of absence was up. When Nerstrand Elementary School became a Charter School in 1999, the teachers that
were with us at that time were given a leave of absence from the Faribault School District to continue
to teach at Nerstrand. This school year, 2013-2014, is the final year of that leave of absence, and Faribault School District has informed those teachers involved that they will not be extending the leave of
absence any longer. The decision to return to the Faribault School District was a difficult decision for
Ellen and Maggie to make. They have loved their years here at Nerstrand and it was with heavy hearts
that they informed us of their plans. We certainly wish Ellen and Maggie all the best and thank them for their many contributions to help
make Nerstrand Elementary School the wonderful learning environment that it is.
The Nerstrand Board of Directors will receive resignation letters
from both Ellen and Maggie at Monday’s Board meeting and will discuss the timeline for hiring two new staff members for next fall. Most
likely, the postings will happen in March, with interviews and recommendations to hire in April and May.
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NWEA Testing Near Completion
For the past few weeks, our computer lab has been busy! Every student in
our school, grades kindergarten through five, has had the opportunity to participate in the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing. Students are assessed in Math and Reading in grades K and
one and Math, Reading and Language in grades 2-5. This is the same testing program we used in the fall of 2013, so that the teachers can see if progress has been
made and adjust their teaching as needed. The teachers will be sharing results with
families at conferences in March.

Welcome, Erin Maher!
We would like to welcome Erin Maher to the staff of Nerstrand Elementary
School! Erin joined us on February 3rd, as a classroom paraprofessional and the
new Regal Eagles Club coordinator. We are excited about the enthusiasm that Erin
brings to this position and look forward to her taking the reins of the Regal Eagles
Club very soon. Special thanks to our Regal Eagles temporary substitute, Skip Voge,
who has helped us out since the beginning of January in this capacity! We so appreciate Skip’s enthusiasm and willingness to help us out! Regal Eagles’ families:
please make Erin feel welcome and introduce yourselves when you pick up your
children from Regal Eagles!

Upcoming Dates
We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Please remember to send
warm, winter clothing
with your child each day
of school. Unless the
temperature or wind chill
is below zero, they will be
going outside for recess.
This is Minnesota!!

Have you been to the
island lately?
www.studyisland.com

Monday, February 10th
Tuesday, February 11th
Thursday, February 13th
Friday, February 14th
Monday, February 17th
Tuesday, February 18th
Friday, February 21st
Week of March 3rd-7th
Monday, March 3rd
Friday, March 7th

3:00 p.m.— Board of Directors’ Meeting
D.A.R.E. begins for 5th Graders
Valentine’s Day celebrations
No School—Teacher Comp. Day
No School—Teacher Work Day
RBNC Waste Education for 2nd & 4th Gr.
Kinders to RBNC
Year of the Reader Week—Doug Wood
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
Ambassadors to Peace Prize Festival
6-8 p.m.— P.T.O. Sock Hop
Monday, March 10th
Report Cards go home
Tuesday, March 11th
3:30-8:00 p.m.— Conferences
Wednesday, March 12th
Early Dismissal Staff Dev. Day
School Spirit “Mismatch, Inside-Out, Backwards Day”
1-3 p.m.— Conferences
Thursday, March 13th
3:30-8:00 p.m.— Conferences
March 17th—21st
No School—Spring Break

