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environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

We were able to once again have our annual Harvest Parade this year. The
students walked in their core classrooms downtown Nerstrand and visited all the
businesses who generously gave them treats to fill their bags with. It was a beautiful
day and the students and staff had a wonderful time. We are so grateful to all the
businesses in Nerstrand who took the time to make this
event special for all of our students. It truly takes a
village to raise children and you are all appreciated for
all you do to support our little school near the Big
Woods!

Savannah Field Trip to Gibbs Farm
On Friday, October 15th, the Savannah (Grades 2 & 3) group were lucky to
take a field trip to St. Paul to Gibbs Farm, which is a historic site. Costumed
interpreters provide students with a glimpse into nineteenth century pioneer and
Dakota daily life. The students made candles, saw a school house, saw animals,
and made beaded bracelets during their time at Gibbs Farm. Thanks, PTO, for
paying for our entry fees and transportation to get us there and back! We loved it!

Art Adventures Returns to Nerstrand!
Special thanks go out to Cara Waddell, Media Paraprofessional at Nerstrand
Elementary School for chairing the Art Adventures Program for our students. Becky
Ford, parent of 5th Grader, Eloise, also helped out with presentations this year. Art
Adventures is a program we participate in that the Minneapolis Institute of Art (MIA)
offers to schools and our PTO pays for. Art Adventures is an opportunity for students to experience art up close and personal through reproductions, technology
and touch-and-feel props. We pick a "set" of artwork to talk about each year, the MIA supply us with a
kit to bring into the classroom and a parent volunteer goes through training and then goes to every classroom and they all talk about the works of art. Our set this year was called How People Lived. Most of the
pieces of art are on display at the MIA and can be seen anytime. Cara and Becky
presented in each classroom the first three Fridays in November . The two pictures
depict two pieces of art of many that were shared with students during the Art Adventures presentations. Thanks to our P.T.O. and Cara for her efforts with this program. For more information on the Art Adventure Program, here is the link to their
website: https://new.artsmia.org/discover/art-adventure/

Carleton Students Visit Nerstrand
On Wednesday, November 17th, 21 students from Professor David Hougen-Eitzman’s
Agroecology class from Carleton College in Northfield visited Nerstrand Elementary
School and met with all classes for 30 minutes to explain about what they were learning
and do a planting project where each student was able to plant a sunflower seed in a cup
to take home. The students from Carleton learn about food production and farming and
the impact it has on our ecosystem in their class. In coming to Nerstrand Elementary
School, the college students are able to teach the young students the importance of a
sustainable agriculture program. So if your student brought home a sunflower, hopefully
you can keep it alive and plant it outside in the spring and watch it grow! Thanks to Professor David and his students!

When the Weather Changes, Be Prepared!
As nice as this autumn has been it is time to start thinking about digging out the winter
clothes. We require snow pants and boots for recess time, as well as hats, mittens and coats, as
soon as it gets cold. Please be sure to send those along with your child(ren). We feel it is very
important for children to have time outside each day and so we have outdoor recess unless the
wind chill or temperature reaches 0 degree Fahrenheit. Thanks for your help with this!

Ambassadors Visit Boot’s & Lou’s!
The Nerstrand School Ambassadors recently visited the newest business in beautiful,
downtown Nerstrand, Boot’s & Lou’s. It is the brainchild of Mary Heggedahl, who has
wanted to open an ice cream, sandwiches and coffee shop in Nerstrand for a long time.
Mary and her late husband, Clyde, have Nerstrand Meats right next door to Boot’s &
Lou’s. The student Ambassadors, along with their adult supervisors, Maggie Kiley and
Phil McBride, welcomed the new business and talked with Mary about how the residents of Nerstrand have embraced the new store. Mary treated the group to some ice cream during their visit. So if
you are ever in Nerstrand on Wednesday—Saturday between 9:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., think about stopping into
Boot’s & Lou’s! They have a special lunch menu each day, fresh cinnamon rolls, muffins and coffee and of course, the
ice cream, which is appropriate at all hours of the day! Welcome, Boot’s & Lou’s!

Migration Happening in the Peace Garden
Migration once again took place in our International Peace Garden this fall. A moveable stork was created years
ago, and the stork migrates between the England/Ireland part of the garden to Africa. If you visit school you will see it in
the Africa part of the garden, where it will spend the winter. Next spring it will travel back to the United Kingdom. This
stork is thanks to Larry Richie. Larry and the Peace Garden committee have created 3 interactive migrations in our Garden!
The stork, the Arctic terns and the migrating monarchs all migrated this fall. The
Prairie migrated the monarchs from the US to Mexico, and the Woodlands moved
the stork. Savannah students moved the Arctic terns. Our Peace Garden is such a
unique and beautiful entrance to our
school. We have Larry’s imagination and
vision to thank for it. Next time you are at
school, check out the Peace Garden and
take notice of all the migrations that have
happened this fall.

If you are interested in being a substitute at Nerstrand we are always in need of substitute teachers and
paras. If you would like to be put on our substitute list please see our web site about requirements for
being a substitute teacher and let the office know if you would like to sub as either a teacher or a
para. For both of these positions a current background check must be done before you can work as a substitute. Please contact Barb if you need a background check form. Background checks are good for three
years.

Nerstrand Elementary
School

Fun at River Bend Nature Center

Contact Information

The Savannah and Woodlands groups have visited River Bend this fall. The
Prairie group will go in the winter and spring.

205 South 2nd Street
P.O. Box 156
Nerstrand, MN 55053

Savannah (2nd and 3rd Graders) did Plant and Animal Survival. Woodlands (4th
and 5th Graders) did Aquatic Ecosystems. All of our classes will visit River Bend again in
the spring.

Main OfficePhone:
507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851

River Bend is a unique place in our community that teaches children about their
environmental surroundings and we are fortunate to be able to be part of their school
programming. Our school pays a fee to participate in the River Bend program, but we
feel it is well worth the investment to expose our students to this natural wonderland so
close to us!
The pictures below are from the Savannah trip and the Woodlands trip this fall.

Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
Email Address:
info@nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Upcoming Dates
Friday, Dec. 3rd Report Cards are sent home
Thurs., Dec. 9th Peace Garden meets with Larry & Carmen
Friday, Dec. 10th Troy Temple does Winter Concert taping
Monday, Dec. 13th 3:30 p.m. Board of Directors’ Meeting
Thurs., Dec. 16th Peace Garden meets with Larry & Carmen
Tuesday, Dec. 21st School Spirit Pajama Day
Wednesday, Dec. 22nd—
Friday, Dec. 31st
Winter Break—No School
Monday, Jan. 3rd First Day Back to School in the New Year
7:00 p.m.—PTO Meeting
Thurs., Jan. 6th Peace Garden meets with Larry & Carmen
Monday, Jan. 10th 3:30 p.m. Board of Directors’ Meeting
Monday, Jan. 17th No School—MLK Day
Tuesday, Jan. 18th No School—Teacher Work Day
Wednesday, Jan. 19th FHS for Children’s Theatre Play
Week of Jan 24—18th 5th Graders at Wolf Ridge

