Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage
environment that fosters cooperation and character development.
Friday, December 11, 2015

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

Winter Fun!
What a wonderful day we all had on
Thursday, December 10th for our annual winter
program, entitled “Winter Fun”! Both the afternoon and evening performances were
‘standing room only’ audiences that enjoyed
the vocal music as well as the fifth grade band
performances. Our new Music
Specialist, Matthew Keseley, has
been working hard over the past
months getting the fifth graders
familiar with their band instruments and learning several pieces
for this concert. Matthew worked
with all three groups, the Prairie,
the Savannah and the Woodlands students to learn their vocal selections and the
actions that went with them! The finale
was a rousing sing-along with the entire
audience of “Jingle Bells”. If you would like
a DVD of the performance, simply send in a
blank recordable DVD by the end of January
and Peggy will be happy to make you a
copy of the performance!

Kindergartners for Fall 2016
Yes, we’re already thinking ahead to next fall’s enrollment! This is a list of siblings
that are age-eligible for Kindergarten for the fall of 2016. This list is compiled from the census
information you provided on your current student’s registration form. If you have a child who
is a sibling of a current Nerstrand Elementary School student and his or her name is not on
this list, please call the school office immediately at 333-6850. Likewise, if you see your
child’s name and know now that you will be holding your child back until the fall of 2017, or
not sending them to Nerstrand for some reason, please let us know that as well. In
accordance with the State Law applying to Charter Schools, siblings of current students have
preference for enrollment. When the number of applications exceeds the openings available,
student names are drawn by lottery, filling the remaining open spots and then creating a
waiting list. Registration materials can be filled out online from our website
(www.nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us) beginning January 4, 2016. Please contact the school
with any other questions you may have about registration. Thank you.
Olivia Cook 11/10/2010
Bentley Jans 8/26/2010
Gianna Keller 1/22/2011
Sophia Schulz 9/11/2010
William Scissons 7/9/2010
Mishick Smith 12/8/2010

Eloise Ford 12/15/2010
Hendrik Jindra 7/7/2011
Kyler Reuvers 12/21/2010
Archer Schweisthal 3/13/2011
Devin Scriven 1/23/2011
Esther Voight 2/18/2011

H o l i d ay S h a r i n g P ro j e c t & Mo v i e D ay
The holiday season is upon us and our special “Holiday Sharing” service project is unfolding for Nerstrand
students. Families new to Nerstrand will be interested to learn that there is a long-standing practice of no holiday gift
-giving at Nerstrand School so that we can concentrate on our “Holiday Sharing” project. Each year, we choose a
worthy cause to focus on. This year we will be working with the Three Rivers Community Action Center, ensuring
those who are in need can enjoy a great holiday.
The Holiday Sharing project this year will focus on donating new: socks,
underwear, pajamas or children’s books for children in need,
ages 3 – 5. Please bring the items to school between now and December
16th. We do realize that families are not always in a position to be able to
donate. Participation is optional, of course.
This is an opportunity for our school family to support this program and help
children in need. Over the years, we have been impressed by how these projects collectively
unite students, while at the same time teaching them the value of giving to those in need.
To celebrate the good feeling of giving to others, we are planning a special video experience
right here at Nerstrand Elementary School Gymnasium/Theatre on Tuesday, December 22 nd in
the afternoon. We will be seeing a school and age-appropriate video. Delicious snacks will be
provided by our wonderful PTO. Students may choose to bring their own soda or juice that day
(twist off caps on plastic bottles only), or they may purchase milk from the cooler here at school.
Tuesday, December 22nd is also School Spirit Pajama Day, so students may choose to wear
comfy pajamas, robes and slippers that day. Students are also invited to bring blankets, pillows or
something to make them comfortable on the gym floor. This is another of the special traditions
of Nerstrand School that students look forward to with great enthusiasm!
In order for this project to be a success, we ask for your cooperation in not sending gifts to school for staff and
classmates. Thank you for your support of this and the many other projects we are involved in here at school. Just a
reminder that Nerstrand Elementary School will begin our Winter break on Wednesday, December 23 rd until Friday,
January 1, 2016. Our first day back at school will be Monday, January 4, 2016.

PTO News
Please consider becoming more involved in our very dedicated group of parents involved in our Parent Teacher Organization. Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 4th, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the
school Media Center. At this meeting, the annual Carnival will be the topic of conversation. The Carnival is
scheduled for Friday, January 29th from 6:00—8:00 p.m. here at school. It is a fun, family activity with Carnival games, bingo, food and lots of fun! Many volunteers and items are needed to make it a great success!
The water fountain was recently installed in the academic hallway, funded
through the PTO Hog Roast in September. The fountain features a water bottle filling
device so that students may fill their water bottles easier. On a related note, all students received a Nerstrand Elementary School water bottle as a gift from the PTO!
Comments have been very positive from the students and staff alike about the new
“bubbler” in the hallway!

N e rst ra n d i s a H i g h A c h i e v i n g S c ho o l !
Each year, Nerstrand Elementary publishes an Annual Report for our school authorizer and the State of Minnesota. The data
reflects three categories: academic, operational and financial. You can read the 2014-2015 Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction and Student
Achievement by following the link from the Nerstrand School webpage: http://nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us/content/about-our-school
Annual results of Nerstrand student achievement show regular and consistent increases, as measured by the Minnesota Comprehensive
Assessments. The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) is a mandatory, statewide assessment of reading and mathematics performance in grades 3 – 8. In science, students must be assessed once in grades 3–5, 6–9 and 10–12. The Minnesota Department of Education
(MDE) has selected grades 5 and 8 for assessments in the first two grade bands. The grade 5 MCA assesses the grades 3–5 standards and the
grade 8 MCA assesses the grades 6–8 standards.
On average, our school exceeded the state’s average MCA scores in grades 3 – 5, in both reading and math! Nerstrand students
scored above the state average in reading in each grade 3 – 5. Nerstrand students scored above the state average in math in grades 3 and 5.
Nerstrand closely followed the state’s average in 5th grade science. 57% of 5th graders were proficient in MCA science as compared to the
state’s average of 61%.
Each Spring, Nerstrand distributes a parent/family engagement and satisfaction survey to parents/guardians of Nerstrand students. Of the 100 total families at Nerstrand, 81 completed the survey for a response rate of 81%. The results were very positive. There
was overall positive response in four domains: Community and Climate (96%), Curriculum and Learning (94%), Faculty and Staff (89%),
Governance and Administration (93%).
The State of Minnesota expects every school to have a plan for helping students read well by 3 rd grade. As part of the Nerstrand
plan, all students in grades k-5 are screened early in the Fall for reading proficiency. They are also followed closely each trimester by their
teacher to make sure that there is growth demonstrated for age appropriate development in reading proficiency. Teachers spend time reading individually with each student to determine individual’s instructional reading level so that this information can guide instruction and
learning in the classroom. Teachers use a nationally normed tool called Fountas & Pinnell reading benchmark kit. At the end of last school
year, when the school-wide benchmark data was collected we discovered that 92% of the Nerstrand 3rd graders were reading at grade level!
Our school authorizer, Novation Educational Opportunities (NEO) awarded Nerstrand a ‘Stewardship Award in Finance for FY14’
for demonstrating excellence in: Legal Compliance to both state and contract; Fiscal health of the school; being a good custodian of taxpayers’ funds.

Sodexo Food Service Account Reminder
Nerstrand Elementary School contracts with the Faribault Public Schools for our Food Service
needs. The Faribault Public Schools contracts with Sodexo Food Service. Here is information
directly from Sodexho Food Service reminding you of their policies. Sodexo has a prepaid accounting system for school meals. There must be a positive balance in the students’ accounts for them to re-

ceive a meal. There is a district policy that states there will be no charging. The parent/guardian with a zero
or negative student account balance will be advised that their children will be required to bring their own meals/
milk from home until the balance has been paid in full. The Food Service will make every reasonable effort to
notify families when the account balance is low. At Nerstrand Elementary School, every effort is made to keep you
updated on your students’ account balance by way of a Low Balance Notification sent home with your student. Please
encourage your student to make sure you know when their balance is below zero. The Notification shows balances below zero in parentheses. For example, if your student’s account has a negative balance of $2.00, it appears as ($2.00).
Please don’t assume there is $2.00 left in his or her account. The only time you will receive these Low Balance Notifications is if the account is below $10.00. Thanks for your help with this matter! If your job status has changed
and you believe you could qualify for assistance with your students’ lunch account, there are forms available to fill out.
You can contact Barb in the office at Nerstrand at 333-6850 or the Sodexo office at Roosevelt at 333-6772 for
forms or if you have any questions. If you qualify for Free or Reduced lunch prices, you will be notified by Sodexo.
You are still responsible for your students’ milk break beverage and any outstanding balance prior to your qualification
for Free or Reduced lunch prices. Thank you for your help with this important matter.

Nerstrand Elementary
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Contact Information
205 South 2nd Street
P.O. Box 156
Nerstrand, MN 55053
Main OfficePhone:
507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851
Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
Email Address:
nerstrand@
faribault.k12.mn.us
We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

PTO Cookbooks
The Nerstrand Elementary School PTO was recently blessed with the opportunity to sell “My
Cookbook – Favorites of the Little Red Hen” as a fundraiser.
This wonderful cookbook was written by a long time Faribault resident, Genelle Krause.
Genelle’s passion and enjoyment was hosting people at her home, preparing meals, gardening,
decorating her home for every season and being a loving wife, grandmother and great grandmother. She especially LOVED to try new and old recipes! She began to collect her favorite
recipes of family and friends over the years and in the year 2000 her collection was put into
print resulting in “My Cookbook – Favorites of the Little Red Hen”. The proceeds of every
book went to schools, churches, camps and charities. Genelle passed away on August 30,
2015. As a tribute to her life, her family brought the cookbook back and proceeds will once
again go to local schools and charities.
Genelle’s daughter, Suzanne, has graciously supported our school
through offering Gallery on the Go group events at Nerstrand
Night Out. Suzanne was so impressed by our Little School in the
Big Woods and the students who attend here, that her family offered our school the first opportunity to sell their mother’s beloved cookbooks.
100% of the sales go to Nerstrand School PTO to support the
educational and extended learning opportunities for our students.
Simply e-mail the pto at nerstrandpto@gmail.com and we will
see that you receive a cookbook. The cookbooks sell for $30.

Upcoming Dates
Wednesday, December 9th Early Dismissal Staff Development Day
School Spirit Favorite Hat Day
Thursday, December 10th 12:45 & 6:45 p.m.—Winter Program
Monday, December 14th
3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting

Environmental man, Larry Richie,
reflecting in our International
Children’s Peace Garden.

Tuesday, December 22nd
School Spirit P.J. and Movie Day
Wednesday, Dec. 23—Friday, Jan. 1st, 2016 No School—Winter Break
Monday, January 4th
First Day Back to School in 2016!
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
Monday, January 11th
3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting
Monday, January 18th
No School—Teacher Work Day
Wednesday, January 20th Play at F.H.S.
Friday, January 29th
6:00—8:00 p.m.—PTO Carnival
Monday, February 1st
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
Monday, February 8th
3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting
Friday, February 12th
No School—Teacher Comp. Day
Monday, February 15th
No School—Teacher Work Day
Friday, February 26th
Second Trimester ends

