
 There was plenty of hustle and bustle at school on 
Thursday, November 14th as Maggie’s class helped Larry 
Richie put the tipi up on the school grounds.  On Friday, 
November 15th, an All-School Meeting was held to learn 
about Native American history, traditions and music.  Larry 
Richie and Melodi VanRoekel, our music specialist, 
prepared the students for the Tipi Experience, which was 
held November 18th, 19th and 20th. Each class was invited 
out to the Tipi with Larry to experience what it was like for 
the Dakota people who lived in the area hundreds of years 
ago. Every three years, we assemble the life-size tipi on 
school grounds and use it as a way to give students an 

intimate perspective into the lives of the Native Americans. Hands-on experiential learning 
seems to stick with students for a long time. Students 
learned what the Dakota people ate, how they kept warm, 
challenges they encountered and how they got from one 
day to the next during the cold winters in Minnesota. As 
the students sat around a small fire in the center of the 
tipi, Larry explained that during the winter months, 
someone would have to stay up all night to keep the fire 
going and keep the rest of the family warm. Students were 
given the opportunity to taste buffalo meat and smoked 
fish. Larry even brought a deer stomach, which the Dakota 
used to store water after it was cleaned and turned inside 
out! Everyone enjoyed their time in the tipi. Thanks, Larry! 

Tipi Brings History to Life! 

 Yes, we’re already thinking ahead to next fall’s enrollment!  This is a list of siblings 
that are age-eligible for Kindergarten for the fall of 2014.  This list is compiled from the census 
information you provided on your current student’s registration form. If you have a child who 
is a sibling of a current Nerstrand Elementary School student and his or her name is not on 
this list, please call the school office immediately at 333-6850.  Likewise, if you see your 
child’s name and know now that you will be holding your child back until the fall of 2015, or 
not sending them to Nerstrand for some reason,  please let us know that as well.  In 
accordance with the State Law applying to Charter Schools, siblings of current students have 
preference for enrollment.  When the number of applications exceeds the openings available, 
student names are drawn by lottery, filling the remaining open spots and then creating a 
waiting list. Registration materials can be filled out online from our website 
(www.nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us) beginning January 15, 2014. Please contact the school 
with any other questions you may have about registration. Thank you.   

 Shawn Bauernfeind   Elijah Cashin  
 Alysa Cook    Jaxson Cook  
 Elia Craig     Lila Huschle 
 Nicholas Keller    Luke Lind  
 Collin Meyer    Jacob Peters  
 Harriet Ruisi    Kizella Schweich  
 Stevie Soy    Timothy Voight 
 Cooper Waddell  
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Kindergartners for Fall 2014  



 The first trimester of school is coming to a close and I wanted to take this opportunity to update you about the Prairie experience 

at school.  We call the kindergarten and first grade experience ‘Prairie’, using the team name for two grade levels represented—the same 

way that we do each of our other teams: ‘Savannah’ for grades two and three, and ‘Woodlands’ for grades four and five.  

 In building on our successes at Nerstrand Elementary, we have been transitioning the multiage grade configurations for the past 

two years to offer a consistent experience for all students that is aligned to our mission. Our adopted mission to provide a nurturing, 

multiage environment which fosters collaboration and character development, has led us to look comprehensively at grade configuration. 

Last school year, Savannah (which was previously grades 1-3) transitioned to a grade 2-3 multiage. This change was made with the belief 

that a two-grade level span in a multiage classroom allowed for teachers to more effectively meet the needs of students. This left our 

kindergarten and first grade classes functioning independent of one another last year. In a school that has found significant success with 

multiage grouping at all other levels, the Board determined last year to included K-1 students in multiage groupings during the current 

school year. 

 That Board action resulted in a new K-1 partnership, with students learning together in multiage groups during specialist time for 

physical education and music, with the understanding that the K-1 students would be combined for additional curricular offerings as the 

year progressed. Beginning second trimester, K-1 will be multiage grouping students as they explore science and social studies themes. 

Math will remain at grade level, as is the case in Savannah and Woodlands. There may be some K-1 literacy opportunities for multiage over 

the course of this school year, as well. 

 Over the past two school years, staff members have had the opportunity to observe successful Minnesota K-1 multiage 

classrooms in action. These visits enable our teachers to learn strategies for success from teachers who have multiage grouped their 

school’s youngest learners for many years. We have appreciated their openness to our visits as we look to create the most dynamic learning 

experiences for our students.  

 In the coming weeks, as we involve our K-1 students in expanded multiage programming, we look forward to the opportunity it 

will provide us to examine both the advantages and challenges we encounter. We will be paying close attention to how we can increase our 

ability to meet the needs of all learners. Our goal, of course, is to provide a K-1 program that will prepare our youngest learners for future 

success in our Savannah and Woodlands classrooms. 

 On behalf of our Prairie team and myself, thank you for the opportunity to work with your wonderful children and families! Please 

let me know if you have questions. 

 

My Best, 

Lori Arndt, Director 

507-333-6854   

loriarndt@nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us 

Prair ie  Mult iage Grouping 

Winter Program set for Dec. 19th! 

 The students of Nerstrand Elementary School are busy preparing for the annual Winter Program, 

set to present to audiences on Thursday, December 19th at 12:45 and again at 6:45 p.m. in the gymna-

sium.  The 5th  Grade Band will perform first, then the Kindergarten students will share several holiday 

songs with the crowd.  Our musical, “The Snow Tree” focuses on the gift of giving and ties in well with 

our Holiday Sharing “Mitten Tree” project of donating hats, gloves and mittens to 

be distributed to needy families through the St. Vincent DePaul Charitable Ser-

vices facility in Faribault. This organization serves needy families in the Faribault 

School District as well as all of Rice County. The donations will be delivered to the 

St. Vincent DePaul facility in Faribault on Friday, December 20th in the morning.   

We hope you will be able to attend one of the performances!   



Hol iday  Shar ing  Project  & Movie  Day  
 The holiday season is upon us and our special “Holiday Sharing” service project is unfolding for Nerstrand students.  Fami-
lies new to Nerstrand will be interested to learn that there is a long-standing practice of no holiday gift-giving at Nerstrand School so 
that we can concentrate on our “Holiday Sharing” project.  For the last many years, we have used the donated funds to support a 
sandwich making project for the Simpson Homeless Shelter in Minneapolis.  And while some logistical challenges are preventing us 
from continuing that project, we have developed a new focus for this year. We will host a Mitten Tree project.   
 The Mitten Tree story is about Sarah, an elderly woman who watches the children on her street as they gather at the bus 
stop on their way to school. While they never seem to notice her, she notices them, especially one little boy who has no mittens on a 
cold, snowy day. That night, Sarah knits the boy a pair of cozy mittens and places them on a nearby blue spruce for him to discover. 
The next night, she knits a pair of red mittens for a girl, and it soon becomes a game, with the children looking for new mittens on 
the mysterious tree every morning, and Sarah joyfully knitting new ones each night.  
 
 Our holiday program this year is titled, “The Snow Tree” and focuses on the gift of giving. In that spirit, we are asking for 
donations of new hats, gloves, and mittens for individuals within our community who are in need. This is an opportunity for our 
school family to support this local program and help children and adults to stay warm during the winter months. Over the years, we 
have been impressed by how these projects collectively unite students, while at the same time teaching them the value of giving to 
those in need. Bill Sartor, our spring, 2013 Community Celebration honoree, volunteers at the St. Vincent DePaul Charitable Services 
Facility in Faribault. This is where our hats, gloves and mittens will be donated. This charity helps needy families within the Faribault 
School District and all of Rice County. The donations will be delivered to the St. Vincent DePaul facility in Faribault on Friday, Decem-
ber 20th in the morning. To celebrate the good feeling of giving to others, we are planning a special video experience right here at 
Nerstrand Elementary School Gymnasium/Theatre on Friday, December 20th in the afternoon.  We will be seeing a school and age-
appropriate video. Delicious snacks will be provided by our wonderful PTO.  Students may choose to bring their own soda or juice 
that day (twist off caps on plastic bottles only), or they may purchase milk from the cooler here at school.  Friday, December 20th, is 
also School Spirit Pajama Day, so students may choose to wear comfy pajamas, robes and slippers that day. Students are also invited 
to bring blankets, pillows or something to make them comfortable on the gym floor.  This is another of the special traditions of Ner-
strand School that students look forward to with great enthusiasm! 
 
 In order for this project to be a success, we ask for your cooperation in not sending gifts to school for staff and classmates.  
We will collect the Mitten Tree donations starting now, through Friday, December 20th. We do realize that families are not always in a 
position to be able to donate.  Participation is optional, of course.  Thank you!! 

Sodexo Food Service Account Reminder 
Nerstrand Elementary School contracts with the Faribault Public Schools for our Food Service 

needs.  The Faribault Public Schools contracts with Sodexo Food Service.  Here is information 

directly from Sodexho Food Service reminding you of their policies. 

 Sodexo has a prepaid accounting system for school meals.  There must be a positive balance in the stu-

dents’ accounts for them to receive a meal.  There is a district policy that states there will be no charging.  

The parent/guardian with a zero or negative student account balance will be advised that their children will be 

required to bring their own meals/milk from home until the balance has been paid in full.  The Food Service will 

make every reasonable effort to notify families when the account balance is low.   

         At Nerstrand Elementary School, every effort is made to keep you updated on your students’ account balance by 

way of a Low Balance Notification sent home with your student.  Please encourage your student to make sure you know 

when their balance is below zero.  The Notification shows balances below zero in parentheses.  For example, if your 

student’s account has a negative balance of $2.00, it appears as ($2.00).  Please don’t assume there is $2.00 left in his 

or her account. The only time you will receive these Low Balance Notifications is if the account is below $10.00. 

Thanks for your help with this matter!  If your job status has changed and you believe you could qualify for assistance 

with your students’ lunch account, there are forms available to fill out.  You can contact Barb in the office at Ner-

strand at 333-6850 or the Sodexo office at Roosevelt at 333-6772 for forms or if you have any questions.  If you 

qualify for Free or Reduced lunch prices, you will be notified by Sodexo.  You are still responsible for your students’ 

milk break beverage and any outstanding balance prior to your qualification for Free or Reduced lunch prices.  Thank 

you for your help with this important matter. 

http://sodexocareersblog.com/


  The Nerstrand Board of Directors adopted a “Wellness Policy” in 2007, which 
assures a school environment that promotes and protects students’ health, well-being, 
and ability to learn by supporting healthy eating and physical activity.  We would like to 
take this opportunity to stress the importance of making good choices for snacks as 
well as lunches.  When students choose to bring their home-packed lunch, we do not 
monitor what the students bring, but want to remind you of the importance of sending 
healthy and well-balanced lunch items.  Our snacks for students  are also healthy and 
low-fat, such as cheese and crackers, fruit, yogurt, carrots & dip, bagels w/peanut but-
ter, etc. Woodlands students who bring their own snacks need to remember this and 
bring only healthy snacks to school in air tight containers. 
 The Board of Directors, along with the Nerstrand School staff, recognizes that 
nutrition education and physical education are essential components of the education-
al process and that good health fosters student attendance and education.    We ask for 
your support of this policy and your help in making healthy eating choices for your chil-
dren.  Thank you! 
 Our Prairie and Savannah classes continue with our 
snack program, where the teachers are purchasing healthy 
snacks for their classes, with the  donations collected from fami-
lies at the beginning of the school year.  If you sent the first half 
of the donation at the beginning of the school year, you could 
send in the second half at any time, payable to Nerstrand Ele-
mentary School. Thanks. 

Monday, December 9th 3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Wednesday, December 11th Early Dismissal Staff Development Day 

    School Spirit Favorite Hat Day 

Thursday, December 19th 12:45 & 6:45 p.m.—Winter Program 

Friday, December 20th   School Spirit P.J. and Movie Day 

Monday, Dec. 23—Friday, Jan. 3rd, 2014   No School—Winter Break 

Monday, January 6th  First Day Back to School in 2014! 

    7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting 

 Monday, January 13th 3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting 

     

Monday, January 20th No School—Martin Luther King Day 

Tuesday, January 21st No School—Teacher Work Day 

Monday, February 3rd 7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting 

Monday, February 10th 3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Friday, February 14th  No School—Teacher Comp. Day 

Monday, February 17th No School—Teacher Work Day 

Friday, February 28th  Second Trimester ends  

     

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s  
We’re on the Web! 

www.nerstrand.charter. 

k12.mn.us 

 

Nerstrand Elementary 

School 

Contact Information 

205 South 2nd Street 
P.O. Box 156 

Nerstrand, MN  55053 
 

Main OfficePhone: 

507-333-6850 

 

Attendance Phone Line: 

507-333-6851 

 

Fax Phone Line: 

507-333-6870 

 

Email Address: 

nerstrand@ 

faribault.k12.mn.us 

Healthy Snack and Lunch Choices 

Our Peace Garden on a 

beautiful, sunny fall day. 

Have you been to the 

island lately? 


