Thursday, April 9, 2015
environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

PTO Sock Hop Successful & Fun!
On Friday, March 6th, Nerstrand Elementary School ParentTeacher Organization (P.T.O.) held their annual Sock Hop in the
gymnasium here at school. A large contingent of students, parents
and alumni attended the event and enjoyed the music, dancing,
food and fun of the evening! The only admission was a pair of new, adult-sized
socks to be donated to the Simpson Homeless Shelter in Minneapolis. Lots of fun
outfits were worn by the attendees and everyone commented on how fun the
event was. By the looks of these pictures, it sure looked like everyone had a great
time! Special thanks to the P.T.O. and those members who took on leadership
roles to make this special event a great, fun family evening for one and all. Many
parents helped out by getting
donations and working at the
event.

Enrollment Update
We have completed our Lottery selections for this fall’s enrollment
and letters have been sent out to all of our applicants’ families. We have a
projected enrollment of 155 students for this fall and Waiting Lists on all
grade levels. Of the 24 spaces in our incoming Kindergarten class, 15 of
those spaces went to siblings of current students. The remaining 9 spots
were filled in the order of the lottery selections, with the remainder of the
selections filling out our Kindergarten Waiting List.
The Kindergarten Parent Information Meeting is scheduled for
Monday, May 4th beginning at 6:30 p.m. with the collection of all of the
necessary forms from 6:30—7:00 p.m. and the Meeting immediately
following at 7:00 p.m. This meeting is for Parents only. We will invite our
new Kindergarten students and their parents to our Kinder-Go-Round in
August, just before school begins.
We will continue to accept registrations for all grade levels, to be
added to our Waiting Lists.

Peace Prize Festival Attended by Ambassadors
On Friday, March 6th, our Student Ambassadors attended the
Peace Prize Festival at Augsburg College in Minneapolis. Over the last
month or so, the student ambassadors met during their lunch hour to
prepare for their adventure at the Festival. Former President Jimmy
Carter was the guest speaker at the event. Special thanks go out to
advisor Jan Boudreau for helping the ambassadors complete this
important project. Thanks also go out to parent volunteers, Cheryl Keller
and Cara Waddell and staff member Jan Boudreau for chaperoning the
ambassadors at the Peace Prize Festival. Director, Lori Arndt met the group at Augsburg that day. They all had a
great time, enjoyed themselves and commented that the students behaved and represented Nerstrand
Elementary School in a positive manner! What a wonderful opportunity we have been given to be invited to
participate in this Festival over these last many years! Our student ambassadors this year that attended include:
Nathan Eitel, Sebastian Malkavage, Holden Keller, Madeline McDowell, Edison Waddell, Marie Volkmuth Mia
Potter and Paige Ross.

Community Celebration Community Band Information
Our Community Celebration evening is coming together for Thursday, April 30th at 6:45 p.m. Community Celebration band music has been sent out. If you are a community band member, please plan to
bring a music stand if you have one. Parts are for the following instruments: Flute, Clarinet, Alto , Tenor
and Bari Sax, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Baritone and Percussion. Rehearsal will be on Thursday,
April 30th beginning at 5:30 p.m. sharp! Please plan to arrive by 5:15 or so to be ready to go at 5:30 p.m. We
look forward to a night of wonderful music and a celebration of community! If you have questions, please
contact Melodi VanRoekel at 507-333-6867 or email her at melodi@nerstrand.charter.k12.mn.us

Important Reminder!
Nerstrand Elementary School will not have school on Friday, May 1st,
which is the day after our Community Celebration. Faribault Schools will
still be in session on that day.

Ea g le O p e n N e e d s H E L P !
The Eagle Open Golf Committee is still looking for help to make sure this
worthwhile fund raiser continues into the future. The following people currently serve
on the Eagle Open Golf Tournament Committee: Brad Luebke, Jake Cook, Travis Roethler and Steve Potter. If you would like to consider this important opportunity, please
contact any of these committee members or call the school office at 507-333-6850 and
we will get you in contact with the committee. We so appreciate you giving this some
thought. We would love to have this tradition continue for years to come!

P.T.O. Hog Roast Scheduled for September 26th
The P.T.O. will be hosting the second annual Hog Roast on Saturday, September 26th at the
Nerstrand Fire Hall in downtown Nerstrand. Kenyon Meats will be
providing the pork and Nerstrand Meats will be providing all the
fixings. There will be a live auction, group events in which you can
purchase a spot to participate, games and a live band! The P.T.O. is
currently looking for live auction donations, as well as, group event
ideas. If anyone is interested in volunteering for the committee,
they can contact chairperson, Tara Berndt at berndt@kmwb.net
Please put this date on your calendar now! We are looking
forward to a great turn out again this fall!

Board of Directors Spring Election Update
It’s that time of the year when we look at our Board of Directors’ roster and see who has fulfilled
their term on the Board. Tara Berndt will have completed her term on the Board as of June 30, 2015.
We so appreciate Heather Stanga accepting to fulfill the remainder of Melodi Van Roekel’s term on the
Board this school year. That term is also up as of June 30, 2015, but Heather has agreed to run for another term.
Our Board of Directors is made up of seven voting members: Four of the members are teachers
that teach at Nerstrand Elementary School; Two of the members are parents of students that attend
Nerstrand Elementary School; and one member is a community member at large, who doesn’t teach or
have a student attend Nerstrand Elementary School. The Board meets once a month, usually on the
second Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. in the Nerstrand School Media Center. These meetings are
open to the public and meeting dates and times are posted on the front bulletin board near the office.
At this time, we are asking you to consider running for a three year term on the Nerstrand
Board of Directors as a parent representative. There is some Board training that new members must
participate in. The classes are offered in many metro locations at various times throughout the school
year. If there is a cost associated with these classes, the school will pay for them. If you are interested
in running for a three year term on the Nerstrand Board of Directors as a parent representative,
please contact the school office at 507-333-6850. If you have questions about this position, please don’t
hesitate to call on one of the Board Members, Lori Arndt, Director or Keith Johnson, Business Manager
at the school. We will send out a ballot in May for the elections of the three new Board Members: one
teacher representative and two parent representatives. Thank you.

Nerstrand Elementary
School
Contact Information
205 South 2nd Street
P.O. Box 156
Nerstrand, MN 55053
Main OfficePhone:
507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851

Jump Rope for Heart
During the week of March 23rd, the sound of jump roping in the gymnasium was prevalent! All student participated in Jump Rope for Heart in their Physical Education classes here at Nerstrand Elementary School during that week.
Through Jump Rope for Heart, kids learn jump rope skills, how their heart works
and some chose to raise money to help kids with special
heart health issues, making a difference in the lives of
others. Students started out with individual jumping,
then moved on to partner jumping, and finally to small
groups of up to 5 friends jumping in 1 rope with 2 turners!
About 50 of our students participated in the
fundraising portion of the Jump Rope for Heart event.
$4,000.00 was raised for the
American Heart Association
through the efforts of our students and their families.
Thanks to one and all for all
their jumping to make their
hearts strong!

Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
Email Address:
info@nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Parents of Fifth
Graders: You are
invited to attend
the
D.A.R.E.
Graduation
on
Thursday, April
16th at 9:00 a.m.
in the Nerstrand
Elementary
School gymnasium. All 26 of our
5th graders will
be honored. Refreshments
will
be served after
the ceremony!

Upcoming Dates
Friday, April 10th
Monday, April 13th

Woodlands to Oxbow Park & Zoo
3:00 p.m.— Board of Directors’ Meeting
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
Thursday, April 16th
9:00 a.m.—D.A.R.E. Graduation for 5th Gr.
Thursday, April 30th
6:45 p.m.—Community Celebration
PTO Scholastic BOGO Book Sale before and after Celebration
Friday, May 1st
No School—Nerstrand Only
Monday, May 4th
6:30 p.m.—Kindergarten Parent Meeting
Monday, May 4th
7:00 p.m.—P.T.O. Meeting
Wednesday, May 6th
Savannah to Caron Park planting with Larry
Thursday, May 7th
Prairie & Savannah to MN Zoo
Tuesday, May 12th
5th Grade Field Day
Wednesday, May 13th
Prairie to River Bend Nature Center
Friday, May 15th
Whole School Field Trip to Children’s
Theatre & MIA
Thursday, May 21st
All School Assembly—Summer Reading
Program - Buckham Memorial Library
Friday, May 22nd
All School Field Day
Thursday, June 4th Last Day of School, Awards, Graduation, Picnic,
Lyceum at school after picnic

