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environment that fosters cooperation and character development.

Mission Statement: Nerstrand Elementary School will empower students to be self-directed, lifelong learners by providing a nurturing, multiage

N e rst ra n d Fa m i l y U p d ate

Community Celebration Successful!
A standing room only crowd
was on hand for our
nineteenth annual Community
Celebration of Place: Elders’
Wisdom, Children’s Song on
Friday, April 29th in the
Nerstrand Elementary School
gymnasium.
The honored
elder for the evening was
Former Minnesota Governor,
Al Quie. The Community Band along with the Fifth Grade
Band entertained the crowd prior to the beginning of the Celebration, which was
hosted by Fifth Grade students, Cal Luebke, Alex Tuma,
Madeline McDowell and Molly Roethler. All the students
were wearing their best western wear and wowed the
crowd with their musical talents! We so appreciate all of
the elders who have been willing to give of their time and
come in to be interviewed by our Woodlands students.
Their stories and the process of this celebration are truly
unique and the learning experiences that take place
make lasting memories for all.

Teddy Roosevelt in Nerstrand!
It definitely looked like Teddy Roosevelt was at
Nerstrand School on April 25th! However it was
really Adam Lindquist, three-time national
competition winner for his impersonation of the 26th
President. The Nerstrand
PTO brought Lindquist to
our school for an all school
meeting and then break
out sessions at each of our
levels: Prairie, Savannah
and Woodlands.
Adam
gave all of our students a
history
lesson
about
Theodore Roosevelt but
also talked about how
Roosevelt’s perseverance at overcoming childhood
illness helped to form his character. Thank you to our
wonderful PTO for bringing Adam to our school!

Fancy Lunches are back at Nerstrand!
After a few years off, the ever popular Fancy Lunches are back at
Nerstrand Elementary School. Each team, Prairie, Savannah and Woodlands
had a special day that they dressed up and were served their lunch on tables
covered with tablecloths, using good manners that they learned after
watching a special DVD geared towards table manners. Special thanks go
out to our Sodexo head cook, Kim Knott, for all of her extra work to make
these special days happen. Also, to our servers, Maggie Kiley, Jan Boudreau,
Carmen Bonde and Matthew Keseley, who
dressed the part in their crisp black and white
attire and personally served each student their
lunch. So, please don’t hesitate to ask your child
what manners they learned and put to use on
their special Fancy Lunch day! Maybe it will roll
over to dinner time at home!

End of the Year Plans Underway!
We are looking forward to commemorating the end of the 2015-2016 school year with an Awards Program and
Fifth Grade Graduation on Friday, June 3rd. We invite you to join us for the festivities and a picnic at the Big
Woods State Park. This is our last “Community Lunch” of the year. If you are interested, please complete the
reservation form that was sent home with your student and return it to school as soon as possible. A brief outline of the day’s events is as follows (you are welcome to come for the entire day or any part of the day that suits
your schedule):
Friday, June 3rd
9:00 a.m.-Awards/Graduation Program
-Peeling of the bell by 5th Graders and others leaving Nerstrand School
-Walk to the Park
11:30 a.m. –Lunch at Park
12:45 p.m. - Bus back to school for Lyceum
1:15 p.m. –Raptor Center Program
2:50 p.m. –Dismissal

All the classes will walk to the Park, under teacher/parent supervision. Parking passes will be available for
only $3.00 that day. Just mention you are with the Nerstrand School group at the Park Station. Busses will take
students, teachers and parents back to school at 12:45 p.m. for the P.T.O. special assembly, a presentation by the
Raptor Center beginning at 1:15 p.m. Parents are invited to stay and enjoy this special assembly and take their
children with them at the regular dismissal time of 2:50 p.m. Please make sure they have cleaned out their locker
and have their backpack, coat and all personal belongings. We would appreciate students not leaving early on
this special day, as it is a regular school day. Thanks for your cooperation in this matter.
All guest meals are $3.50 and reservations are necessary. Please call the school office at 333-6850 if you
need another reservation form or have any questions about this special day. We look forward to celebrating
with you on Friday, June 3rd. Thanks.

Ea g le O p e n P l a n n e d fo r J u n e 1 7 t h
Plans are underway for the 16th annual Eagle Open
Golf Tournament to be held on Friday, June 17th, 2016 at
the Legacy Golf Course in Faribault. It is limited to the first
20 teams who sign up. Call the office if you need another
form. Special thanks go out to the Eagle Open Golf Tournament Committee who faithfully carry out this huge undertaking each year with great results. There are many
opportunities to become involved, so if you are interested
in helping out, golfing, sponsoring a golf hole or just being
a part of this great group of dedicated parents, please contact the school and we can connect you with the committee. We look forward to another wonderful, sunny day
on June 17th!

Board of Directors’ Election
Please look for a Board of Directors’ Election Ballot that came home with your student on Monday. We
will be electing one community member representative and two teacher representatives for a term of three and
two years, respectively. Ballots are due back to school by June 2nd. The candidates that are running for these
open board positions are:
Teacher Representative Candidates:
My name is Andrew Lubinski and this is my third year teaching at Nerstrand Elementary School. I graduated from St. Mary’s in 2014 with my
bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. I am originally from Winona, Minnesota, where I was a teacher’s assistant at a local preschool and a
dietary aide before I was a licensed teacher. I am very happy and thrilled to be able to work in a community such as Nerstrand. I am excited to
come to work each day to see my co-teachers and students. I love learning about the content studied in fourth and fifth grade, as well as, learning about each student. My coworkers have been very supportive and welcoming of me onto their team and I feel that at this school, we all
have one goal: that we are here for the students. I love the teamwork, collaboration, friendship, and learning that I encounter at this school as
it encourages me to be more effective as a teacher. Outside of school, I like to fish, watch movies, read, paint, and also play my guitar. I spend
quite a lot of my free time with family and friends in my hometown of Winona. My family has in inherited a small piece of land right on the
Mississippi River, so my family and I spend a lot of time there. I am proud to represent this school, faculty, students, and community.

*******************************
My name is Paula Shroyer and I have taught at Nerstrand Elementary School for 15 years. I graduated from Mankato State University and
earned my Masters in Education degree from St. Mary’s University in Winona. I taught 1-3 grades for 12 years and have taught first grade for
the past 3 years. Nerstrand Elementary School is an amazing place to work and I am truly blessed. We have a great staff, and wonderful students and families. I love learning and want all of my students to be excited about coming to school each day. Outside of school, I love to spend
time with my family and friends. I enjoy sports and just being outside enjoying Minnesota’s weather.
Community Member Representative Candidate:
Sarah Stensrud is a former Nerstrand Elementary School kindergarten teacher of 17 years. She currently teaches kindergarten at Roosevelt
Elementary School in the Faribault School District. Her husband, Dave, and Sarah have three children. Stacie lives and works in Arizona and with
her husband, Dennis, have two children. Alisha is teaching kindergarten at Lincoln Elementary School in Faribault and is married to Eric. Son
Tyler is serving in the Navy and currently stationed in Virginia. Both Alisha and Tyler are Nerstrand Elementary School alumni. Sarah had a very
positive experience during her tenure at Nerstrand Elementary School and looks forward to the opportunity to serve again.
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School Supply Donations
Plans have been made to once again ask parents for monetary donations for school
supplies (Grades K-5) for the coming school year. Some of the money collected will also buy
needed Art and Science supplies. Since we now are offering breakfast through Sodexo, we
will not be having milk break except in the Kindergarten classroom, which is a separate,
Federally subsidized program. Purchased birthday treats are still fine to bring. The plan is as
follows:
Prairie (Kindergarten and First Grade) and Savannah (Second and Third Grade) parents
are asked to send in $30.00 per student to cover the cost of all school supplies and holiday celebrations Other items needed for each student include:
·
-A large backpack (no wheels, please)
-Tennis shoes to leave at school
-A paint shirt (large T-shirt)
·
Woodlands (Fourth and Fifth Grade) students will need to supply their own pencils,
pens and pencil top erasers. All other supplies will be provided. Parents are asked to
send in $25.00 per student to cover the cost of all other school supplies. Party supplies
will be handled separately by each Woodland classroom.
If you would like to send in the school supply donation for this fall right away, we
would be happy to accept it at any time between now and the beginning of the 2016-2017
school year. You could also bring it to the Open House on Thursday, September 1st. Checks
can be made payable to Nerstrand Elementary School.
The school staff will be watching the ads and purchase all of the school supplies
this summer. We will continue with our idea of “shared supplies” in all of our classrooms.
This has worked out well in the past and ensures that students have supplies readily available. Thanks for your cooperation with this plan.
·

Main OfficePhone:
507-333-6850
Attendance Phone Line:
507-333-6851
Fax Phone Line:
507-333-6870
Email Address:
info@nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

We’re on the Web!
www.nerstrand.charter.
k12.mn.us

Upcoming Dates
Monday, May 9th
Tuesday, May 10th
Wednesday, May 11th
Thursday, May 12th
Friday, May 20th
Thursday, May 26th
Friday, May 27th
Monday, May 30th
Wednesday, June 1st
Thursday, June 2nd
Friday, June 3rd
Monday, June 6th
Friday, June 17th
Thursday, September 1st

3:00 p.m.—Board of Directors’ Meeting
5th Grade Field Day at Bruce Smith Field
K-4 Fly Up Day in afternoon
Early Dismissal Staff Development Day
School Spirit “Beach Day”
Prairie Planting for Savannah & Woodlands
All School Field Day
Summer Reading Program All School Meeting
No School—Nerstrand Only
No School—Memorial Day
Arcadia School African Drumming
Report Cards go home
Awards Day, 5th Gr. Graduation, Picnic at
Park , Raptor Center Program
Teacher Work Day
1:00 p.m.—Eagle Open Golf Tournament at
Legacy Golf Course in Faribault
Kinder-go-Round in a.m.
6:00—7:00 p.m.—Open House

