
Dear Families of Nerstrand School, 

 

  

 

I am writing this Update on a chilly Memorial Day Weekend Saturday, hoping 

you’re managing to stay dry and warm despite some very challenging 

conditions. 

 

  

 

Friday’s All-School Field Day was a huge success, thanks to students determined 

to experience a day of spirited cooperation, parents committed to ensuring the 

safe and orderly movement of students from one station to another, and staff 

members creating and supervising some really great games.  Field Day is truly a 

perfect example of a Nerstrand School activity that requires an authentic team 

effort and we’ve proven, yet again, that we are able to rise to the 

occasion!  Thank you, students, parents, and staff members for a wonderful 

day!  

 

  

 

Speaking of events that bring parents, students, and teachers together – I hope 

you’re planning to join us for Friday’s Awards Assembly, Fifth Grade 

Graduation, Hike to the Big Woods, Picnic at the Park, and PTO-sponsored Magic 

Show!  This last- day-of-school-event is a very special one and if you haven’t 

been able to attend in the past, I hope you’ll be able to do so this year.  One 

very meaningful ritual that is part of the day is the pealing of the bell by the 

graduating fifth graders and any other staff or students not returning to 

Nerstrand in the fall.  (At the start of the 2013-14 school year, the incoming 

kindergartners and any newly enrolled students and newly hired staff members 

are invited to peal the bell.)  We will forever be indebted to those who came 

long before us for not only saving the bell from the old brownstone building of 

the past, but also housing it in what looks like our very own wishing well. 

 

  

 

I am hoping you and your children will take advantage of the summer reading 

programs being offered by your local libraries in Faribault, Northfield, and 

Kenyon.  Reading throughout the summer is the most effective way to ward off 

the “summer slump” of reading skills.  And even if your child is already an able 

and enthusiastic reader, the summer reading programs provide an opportunity 

to enhance skills already acquired.  And, perhaps just as importantly, they 

provide an opportunity for your child to fuel what we hope will become a 

lifelong passion for reading.   A daily dose of reading throughout the summer is 

like a multivitamin for a healthy reader! 



 

  

 

I want to take this opportunity to share with you that we have completed the 

process of selecting our new Kindergarten teacher.  Special thanks are 

extended to Selection Committee members Tara Berndt (parent and board 

member), Paula Shroyer (teacher), Ellen Paulson (teacher and board member), 

and Pam Tralle (paraprofessional) for the time and commitment they gave to 

this very important work.  I am pleased to announce that we have invited 

Heather Stanga to join our staff in the coming year as our new kindergarten 

teacher.  Heather has worked the past five years as a Title 1 teacher at 

Roosevelt Elementary School in Faribault, working with kindergarten 

students.  During the current school year, she co-taught in two kindergarten 

classrooms, sharing the teaching responsibilities with her colleagues.  Heather 

resides in Northfield with her husband and two children and she is eager to join 

the staff of Nerstrand School.  Congratulations, Heather, and welcome aboard! 

 

  

 

This seems an appropriate time to, once again, recognize Sarah Stensrud for 

her many years of exemplary service to our school as our kindergarten 

teacher.  It is with great pride that I share with you that I had the privilege of 

calling Sarah to offer her the kindergarten position at Nerstrand many years 

ago.  I am without adequate words to thank her for her dedication to the 

children and families of our school.  All of us at Nerstrand wish Sarah all the 

best in her future work with the children of the Faribault District.  We will miss 

you, Sarah!  

 

  

 

I hope you know how much I have enjoyed my return to Nerstrand this year as 

the Interim Director.  Having the opportunity to, once again, work with the 

children, families, staff, and community members of this special place has been 

a joy.  

 

  

 

My best, 

 

Bonnie Jean 


