
Dear Nerstrand Families, 

 

We have much to celebrate AND anticipate!  I'm sure you'd agree that last 

week's Community Celebration was a rousing success!  Special thanks are 

extended to Melodi VanRoekel and the students for their performances, of 

course.  I also want to give a "shout out" to the long list of individuals whose 

names appeared in the program and were mentioned in the acknowledgements 

for their contributions, as well.  In the interest of time and space I won't name 

them again.  Clearly, such an endeavor requires an enormous effort from a 

large number of people!  And the support of you - the families of Nerstrand 

School - as you bring grandfathers, grandmothers, and neighbors to the 

celebration only serves to make it a true community event! 

 

We can also celebrate the very successful PTO Pancake Breakfast that took place 

on Sunday at the KC Hall in Faribault.  I believe we sold in excess of 300 tickets 

for the event!  Thank you, PTO, for bringing in to your fundraising project list 

such an enjoyable and tasty event!  It was clear that it was not only an 

opportunity to support the programs of the school, but it was also a wonderful 

opportunity to socialize with other Nerstrand families.  And, of course, the fact 

that the breakfast was absolutely delicious only added to the overall success of 

the event! Way to go, PTO!! 

 

Speaking of the PTO, they are gearing up for the big event on Friday night from 

6-8 pm - the School Carnival!  A couple of updates for you:  There will be a 

"book walk" this year instead of a cake walk.  Winners will have the opportunity 

to take home books!  What a healthy and educational game!!  Organizers are 

still in need of 2 helpers from 6:55 - 8 pm.  Please call the school if you can 

help out!  We want to offer all of the games, but in order to do that, we need 

helpers to run them!  Please consider participating!  You may call the school 

and we will pass along your name to the PTO.  Thanks! 

 

As a prelude to the Carnival and its "Space" theme, today we welcomed to our 

school St. Olaf Astronomy and Physics Professor, Dr. Amy Kolan, and two of her 

students - Emily and Eric - as they shared with us some really cool information 

about what's "out there" in the sky.  Some questions you might ask your 

children are:  What will I see in the east as the sun is setting in the west?  What 

are the beams light that travel quickly across the nighttime sky?  Why does the 

north star have that name?  How do the other stars move in relation to the 

north star?   With the help of a computer program, Dr. Kolan also showed us 

what we would see in the night sky tonight (assuming the skies are clear).  We 

also used flashlights, styrofoam moons, an aquarium filled with water, and the 

light of a slide projector showing through it.  Sounds like fun, doesn't it?  When 

the children were answering her questions, it was quite obvious that we have 

some students who know a great deal about astronomy at Nerstrand School!  It 

was clear that the topic of Astronomy was one that the students found to be 



very exciting!  Many thanks are offered to Dr. Kolan, Emily, and Eric for the time 

they spent with us today!  We are now ready for our trip into outer space at 

Friday's Carnival. 

 

See you on Friday night at 6 pm!  The Carnival organizers will be getting things 

ready prior to 6 pm, so there is no need to arrive early.  The doors will open 

promptly at six o'clock.  It will be a wonderful night! 

 

My best, 

Bonnie Jean 

 


