
Nerstrand Elementary School 

  

  

April 24, 2013 

  

  

Dear Families of Nerstrand Elementary School,  

  

It is with great pleasure that I announce to you the selection of Lori Arndt to serve as your new 

school director, beginning with the 2013-2014 school year.  The Board met in special session 

after school today and approved the recommendation to hire Lori for the position of School 

Director. 

  

Lori was selected from among 23 applicants, seven of whom were interviewed for the 

position.  From the seven individuals interviewed, three were selected as finalists and invited to 

return for a second round of selection activities. 

  

The selection process was multi-faceted, with applicants being asked to complete written tasks, 

along with interacting with key constituents.  The three finalists were given the opportunity to 

participate in a second interview with the Director Selection Committee.  On the day of their 

second interview, they were each asked to participate in two additional interview settings - one 

with the entire staff and another with a small group of students.  Staff members were given the 

opportunity to provide written feedback to the Committee and the student sessions were 

videotaped for the Committee to view. 

  

I would like to thank the Director Search Committee for their generous dedication of time and 

talent to this important process.  Their thoroughness and attention to detail has enabled our 

school to select an individual who is particularly well-suited to our setting.  I know you join me 

in thanking Nicole Zweber (parent), Mike Ross (parent/School Board Chair), Tara Vondrasek 

(teacher/Board Member), and Maggie Kiley (teacher) for their contributions to this very 

important process. 

  

It was my professional privilege to serve as the fifth member of the Director Selection 

Committee.  Having had the opportunity to examine thoroughly her candidacy, I could not be 

more pleased to welcome Lori Arndt to Nerstrand School.  Her educational and professional 

backgrounds lend themselves particularly well to our setting.  Lori holds a Bachelor's Degree in 

Graphic Design from Minnesota State University-Mankato, a Master's Degree in Curriculum & 

Instruction from the University of Colorado, and she will complete her Ed Specialist's Degree 

this May from St. Mary's University.  She holds Minnesota certification as an elementary teacher 

and a K-12 principal.  She worked for the West St. Paul School District for eleven years - seven 

as a classroom teacher and four as a Media Specialist. For the past year, Lori has been employed 

by the Minneapolis Public Schools as the academic liaison between Instructional Technology 

Services and the Teaching and Learning Department.  There are many other aspects of her 

background and experience that make her a good match for Nerstrand, including her training in 

the "Responsive Classroom" approach that we embrace school-wide. 

  



This is a wonderfully exciting time for Nerstrand Elementary School.  We have highly skilled 

staff members who welcome ways to enhance the instructional programing for the children in 

their care.   Under Lori's leadership, I am confident the school will build on its strengths and 

prepare for a successful and productive future.  On a personal level, I feel particularly pleased to 

be able to leave this school that means so much to me in such capable hands.  I can assure you I 

have shared with Lori how blessed she is to have the opportunity to work with the students, 

parents, and staff members of this very special school.  I can also assure you that she is thrilled to 

have been selected to lead Nerstrand Elementary School into the future.  

  

We are looking forward to seeing you all tomorrow night for our Community Celebration 

honoring the lives of Larry Richie and Bill Sartor.  Band members are asked to arrive by 5 pm 

so that their rehearsal can start promptly at 5:15 pm.  Classrooms will open at 6:30 pm and 

all students need to arrive by 6:45 pm.  The program opens promptly at 6:45 pm with a 

performance by the Nerstrand Community Band.  The PTO-sponsored Scholastic Book Fair will 

open at 5 pm to accommodate those families arriving early.  The Book Fair will be open again 

following the program and remember – it’s BOGO – “Buy One Get One” tomorrow 

night!  Thanks are extended to PTO volunteer Pamela McDowell for, once again, coordinating 

the Book Fair! 

  

My best, 

Bonnie Jean  

  

P.S.  HELP!!!  The PTO is still looking for parent volunteers to work one hour shifts the night of 

the Carnival – Friday, May 3
rd

.  Please call or email the school if you are able to help out.  If 

you’re new to Nerstrand School this year or you’ve never helped at the Carnival before, I want to 

remind you it’s a great way to get involved and become acquainted with our wonderful 

families.  This historical event can only happen with a full contingency of parent 

helpers.  Thanks for considering becoming involved. 


