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( 5th grade students will share some of their favorite 

memories while at Nerstrand Elementary.). 

 

 LEAVING NERSTRAND 

By Julia, gr 5 

 

I will never forget making the 

bricks with our feet. I like that at 

Nerstrand School you know almost 

everyone. I will miss all the teach-

ers. I like that there are mixed grades. One im-

portant thing I learned was that this is an awe-

some school with awesome teachers! 5th grade 

isn’t much harder then 4th. Band is one of the 

biggest responsibilities because you have to do a 

lot of practicing. 5th grade math isn’t very hard at 

all if you remember the stuff you did in 4th grade, 

especially if you remember factor rainbows. 5th 

grade is fun because you’re the oldest. Wolf 

Ridge is awesome! D.A.R.E. is really fun and 

there’s more essays. In 4th grade there were al-

most no essays. 

 

MY TIME AT NERSTRAND 

By Meredith, gr. 5 

 

My time at Nerstrand was pretty 

awesome. I still remember when 

we were in Kindergarten and we 

would get a letter and a few days 

later we would bring something 

from home that started with that letter. We got to 

make bricks for the Great Wall of China in the 

Peace Garden and I will never forget all the 

teachers I had. I remember when Miss Sarah 

helped us make mini pillows. And when we went 

snow shoeing with Tara at River Bend. Or having 

a Cinco de Mayo party with Morgan. I’ll always 

remember memories like this. The memory I’ll 

for sure never forget is when we went to Wolf 

Ridge in Finland, MN. It was the most awesome 

thing I did at Nerstrand. I had so much fun doing 

the ropes course and rock climbing.  
 (continued on next column) 

I remember being silly with Skylar and 

having so much fun! I will always remember 

Wolf Ridge and all the other awesome memo-

ries. 

 

I LEARNED SO MUCH AT 

NERSTRAND 

By Joey, gr. 5 

 
At Nerstrand School I have 

learned so much. One person I 

will never forget at Nerstrand 

School is Morgan, my teacher this year and last. 

These were the best years of school I’ve had so 

far and probably ever will. Nerstrand is awe-

some! One thing I will miss about Nerstrand 

School is the size. It is so easy to get around. 

Another thing I will miss are my friends. Most 

of them are staying or going to Northfield. 

 

 

FAVORITE TIME AT  

NERSTRAND 

By Sophia, gr. 5 

 

My favorite moment at Nerstrand 

was 5th grade Field Day because 

it was fun and I could cheer on 

my friends. I will remember Wolf Ridge be-

cause it was the best field trip ever. I will also 

remember D.A.R.E., too. My most favorite time 

was being in band. I will miss my friends and 

seeing the horses outside of Morgan’s win-

dows. I liked playing outside with my friends.  

An important lesson I learned was when choos-

ing between right and kind, always choose 

kind. 

 

 

 

 



MY EXPERIENCE 

By Emma, gr. 5 

 

An experience that I will never forget 

is going to Wolf Ridge and all the ac-

tivities that we did. Another memory 

that I have is that Faith always makes me and Syd-

ney laugh. When we get to school Asia takes Syd-

ney’s pencil case and we go down to breakfast. 

Another thing I will remember is having Field 

Day with all the 5th graders. D.A.R.E. was fun, 

too. The most important lesson is probably the 

kindness thing we did this year and last year. 

 

 

MY FAVORITE THING ABOUT  

NERSTRAND 

By Tanner, gr. 5 

 

My favorite thing about Nerstrand 

School is having fun all day long and 

being in Peace Garden. I will miss all my friends 

and playing football at recess. One thing that I 

won’t forget is going up to Wolf Ridge because it 

was so fun! I will also miss 5th grade math be-

cause it’s challenging and awesome. The most 

important lesson I learned at Nerstrand was 

choose kind! I will miss Joey because he’s my 

best friend. I remember from Kindergarten that we 

went to River Bend a lot.  

 

 

 

MY EXPERIENCES 

By Gabe Hoisington, gr. 5 

 

My experiences at Nerstrand have 

been a mixture of bad and good. I en-

joyed band and concerts. My favorite 

song to play is Armada. I will really 

miss playing games, having treats and 

friends. I also really like that it’s not a very big 

school. I learned many valuable lessons this year. 

I learned how to play a trumpet. I also learned 

about D.A.R.E. What I learned in D.A.R.E. will 

help me learn to make better choices. Nerstrand 

really helped me because it’s the first real school I 

ever went to. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

I WILL MISS MY FRIENDS 

By Landen, gr. 5 

 

I will miss my friends that aren’t go-

ing to Northfield Middle School. I will 

miss having gym every day and re-

cess. I will miss pogo sticking at recess and the 

fun field trips we went on. I will really miss the 

All-School-Field-Day, but not talking in class!  

 

 
I’VE LEARNED A LOT 

By Noah, gr. 5 

 

I've learned a lot from Nerstrand 

School and I have only been here for 

two years. I will never forget the 4th 

and 5th graders in my class but there 

are three people I will never forget, 

Malachi, Landen and Jayce. They are so, so funny 

and awesome to hang out with. We make up funny 

things and make funny faces. They will always 

listen to you and they will be there for you. I will 

never forget when Ethan went into the trash can at 

Wolf Ridge and Morgan shoved him in all the 

way. I will never forget the time in band when I 

squeaked my saxophone when we were recording. 

Another thing was when the class chased a chick-

en. I wasn’t there but it was so funny listening 

about it. I will miss Morgan so much. She is one 

of the best teachers I’ve every had. I will miss the 

class. I feel more of a family than I did last year 

and I feel sad that I have to leave them. I’ve made 

so many memories here. Band was so fun; mess-

ing around with notes. I learned how to play Up-

town Funk, Star Wars and other songs like After 

Shock, Armada and Noble Court of the Trumpet-

ers. I will miss a lot of people from Nerstrand. 

One of the most important lessons I learned at 

Nerstrand is be kind. Morgan is telling us all the 

time to be kind. 



MISSING NERSTRAND 

By Ethan, gr. 5 

 

I am going to miss Nerstrand 

School so much because of all the 

memories and fun events we did. I 

will especially miss some of my 

friends. Three things I will miss are the teach-

ers, the events we had and all the friends I had. 

What I like about Nerstrand School are how we 

had gym every day, all the nice things we did 

like the May Day flowers we delivered, the 

concerts we performed for others and how our 

school got to do things that other schools didn’t 

get to do. One lesson I liked that taught me a lot 

was when we learned about pioneers. I will re-

ally miss Noah who is going to Northfield next 

year. He is a really good person. Nerstrand 

School really taught me a lot. I wish the school 

went until college but it doesn’t. I will miss it 

here so much! 

 
LEAVING NERSTRAND 

By Addison, gr. 5 

I have gone to Nerstarand since 

the middle of 2nd grade and right 

away everyone was so nice to me. 

When I first walked into the class-

room, I was scared. Inside I was 

freaking out. But a girl named 

Molly walked up to me and hung out with me 

and showed me around. I felt great after that. 

She stuck by my side the whole school year. 

She was my only friend, but little did I know, 

she had changed my life forever. What I love 

about this school is that there are absolutely, 

100%, NO BULLIES! I will miss my friends: 

Logan, Ethan, Skylar, Ava, and Emma. I will 

also miss that this is a small school and easier 

to go places and how we have gym and music 

every day. One important lesson I learned at 

Nerstrand was to NEVER DO DRUGS. I 

learned that in D.A.R.E. and also so many other 

things. I will never forget D.A.R.E., ever. Wolf 

Ridge made an impact on my life. It was some-

thing I really enjoyed and loved. I had so much 

fun there. Sometimes I wish that I was still 

there. I made a scrapbook of Wolf Ridge, with 

photos on each page. I wrote about what was 

happening in the picture. Every time I look at 

that scrapbook, I smile. I am scared for next 

year because I don’t know what it’s going to  

turn out like. What if I never see my friends 

again? Or what if I don’t make new friends? 

What if I’m picked on? How will I make new 

friends? These questions bother me every day. 

All of my friends are great and enjoyable. I wish 

them good luck for next year and that they have a 

great summer. I enjoyed being at Nerstrand and I 

will miss it. Nerstrand was like a family to me. It 

still is and it always will be.       

 

 

MY TIME AT NERSTRAND 

By Andrew, gr. 5    

 

I experienced a good time here at 

Nerstrand Elementary. I came here in 

second grade. I will miss Andrew my 

teacher, my friends, and recess. I 

learned that sometimes you have to be the bigger 

man and be more responsible. Nerstrand is one of 

the most memorable things that happened in my 

life so far. Also I can’t count all the fun I had 

every day here in Math, Art, Phy ed., and all of 

the morning meetings. I’ve enjoyed this time 

with my friends and have been angry with them 

at certain things. Also angry at them over count-

less games but overall I’ve been happy with 

them. In my time here at Nerstrand I’ve had so 

much fun it pains me to leave but maybe since it 

is a small town, I’ll see you all here again some-

day.  

 

 

 

 

 

MISSING MY FRIENDS 

By Malachi, gr. 5      

 

I will miss Noah, and Ethan and 

Faith and Nolan and Sydney and 

Emma and Meredith and Tanner 

and Landen and Gabe, Iah, Will 

and Damian. I learned that Morgan is awesome 

and she’s super nice! I will also miss seeing No-

ah, Ethan and Joe in the morning. I will also miss 

walking down to breakfast with my friends.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 



I REMEMBER NERSTRAND 

By Austen, gr. 5 

 

I remember at first I didn’t like 

school at all.  But I got there and I 

started, I loved it.  There was a 

different music teacher named 

Melody.  She was nice and one time on the bus I 

had 5 bananas and I threw up perfectly sliced 

bananas on me, Wille, and Grady. In 1st grade I 

had Paula.  She gave us a lot of caught slips.  We 

had to get 10 stars to get a prize.  The prize was 

another prize in the treasure chest.  That prize 

was almost anything.  In 2nd grade Sarah was my 

teacher.  Someone got sick and Willie used my 

sweater as a blanket.  I knew a kid named Dexter 

and we would trade pokemon and brag that the 

4th letter in our names is T.  I became friends 

with Riley. In 4th grade Morgan was my teacher.  

Morgan was new.  There was a new kid named 

Noah.  It was the 1st year with planners.  It was 

fun.  In 5th grade Andy was my teacher.  We 

went to Wolf Ridge.  It was fun.  I will miss eve-

ry thing about Nerstrand 

 

 

AT NERSTRAND 

By Ava, gr. 5 

 

While I was at Nerstrand School I 

made really good friends.  Some 

of my best friends are Skylar, Ad-

dison, and Emma.  My very first 

teacher was Tara, she always 

loves playing kickball.  2nd grade was my first 

year here and I was friends with Julia and I still 

am.  Then it was picture day and I was standing 

in line and Emma said hi to me. I said hi back 

and we were friends after that. Then it was 4th 

grade and Emma was in Morgan’s class and I 

was in Andrew's class and I was sad.  So I just 

had a normal few weeks of school then I said hi 

to Skylar, and we had so much fun in 4th grade. 

Then it was 5th grade and Skylar had this friend 

named Addison and Skylar made us be friends 

and now we are all really good friends.  I have 

been at Nerstrand for 4 years and I have had a 

great time.  Something I will miss is my friends. 

Everyone is so nice and wants to be your friend.  

I will miss having gym and music every day. I 

will also miss all the fun activities here. Some-

thing I learned at Nerstrand School is that you 

should be kind to everyone.   

LEAVING NERSTRAND 

By Bella, gr. 5 

 

When I came to Nerstrand in kin-

dergarten I was shy and scared but 

after six years I’ve really got to 

like it here.  My favorite memory 

of Kindergarten was Kinder—go—Round. There 

I met my teacher Miss Sarah.  I also met Eve-

lynn Bauernfeind my best friend and my Princi-

pal Lauren.  He was only the principal for one 

year while I was there.  In first grade Evelynn 

died.  Paula made a special box for her where 

you could put notes and drawings.  Paula put a 

pony on top because her hope and dream was to 

have a pony and at the end of the year she gave 

that pony to me. Fourth grade was different for 

me because I knew I was moving up to the 

Woodlands, the oldest in the school.  I was final-

ly part of a big committee, I got to be part of the 

Peace Garden.  But fifth grade was the best!  I 

was the oldest the one everyone looked up to.  I 

remember looking up to the fifth graders in kin-

dergarten and first grade.  They always knew my 

name and they were perfect.  They made it look 

so easy but it’s hard always trying to be a role 

model.  Fifth grade has been so much fun with 

Field Day, and Wolf Ridge. I will miss all of my 

friends here and going to such a small school.  It 

was nice because everybody knows everybody 

and everyone is friends.  Here at Nerstrand I 

have learned so much and not just during the 

lessons.  I was always more shy but now I feel 

more normal talking to people.  I will miss all of 

my friends but I know we will be friends forev-

er.      

 

 

   

 

         

 



CHANGING SCHOOLS 

By Huw, gr. 5 
 

I lived and went to school in Roch-

ester, MN. But in fifth grade I 

moved to Faribault, MN. When I 

started going to school in Nerstrand 

I didn’t know anybody. My earliest friends from 

school were Landen, and Logan. The first couple 

months of school I went to Kids World, an after 

school program, to help my brother get adjusted 

to going there every day. But after a while I 

started walking home from the bus stop. There 

were many things that were new to me at Ner-

strand like games we would play in gym, and 

songs we would sing in music. In the middle of 

the year we went to Wolf Ridge, which was real-

ly fun and awesome but Wolf Ridge requires an 

essay to itself (which I wrote). But the reason I 

mention it is because it was then at Wolf Ridge 

that I think I really started to make some connec-

tions to more kids and to make some good 

friends. This isn’t to say I didn’t have friends 

before Wolf Ridge but I didn’t have as many. 

One friend I made at Wolf Ridge was Noah who 

was in my dorm. Andy, Austen, Willie, and I 

kind of formed a little group when we got back 

from Wolf Ridge, so we hung out together and 

talked to each other a lot. Over all I’ve had a 

great experience at Nerstrand School and have 

made some really good friends. 

 

 

HARD TO SAY GOODBYE 

By Logan, gr. 5 

 

I have gone to Nerstrand since 

Kindergarten and my time here 

has changed me.  This school 

helped me though the toughest 

times in my life.  I still remember Kindergarten 

but I remember 5th graders being MUCH taller 

and way more mature. I have a feeling the Kin-

dergarten class will feel the same way when they 

are in 5th grade.  I will always remember 

D.A.R.E. and the D.A.R.E. essay and especially 

having so much fun learning at Wolf Ridge.  I 

have made so many friends over the years here a 

Nerstrand. I am looking forward to Middle 

School. I am just afraid I will not see some of 

my Kindergarten friends again  like Armani or 

just any of my friends like Ethan, Malachi, or 

Gabe. You guys have always been there for me, 

thank you! I will always remember you all. 

MY MEMORIES 

By Olivia, gr. 5 

 

When I came to Nerstrand Ele-

mentary, I fell in love with the 

school.  My brother Cole went 

here too.  In Kindergarten Lauren 

was our Principal and P.E. teacher.  He had a 

finger cut off. Every time you would touch it he 

would joke around and scream OUCH! In first 

grade my best friend was Evelynn Bauernfeind. 

She passed away in first grade, so Paula made a 

box that said Evelynn on it and we would put 

anything that we wanted to give to Evelynn in it, 

like notes, crafts, etc.  There is also another pro 

and con. The con is that our gym teacher / Prin-

cipal Lauren that I talked about earlier in the 

story, he left this school. The pro is that we got a 

new gym teacher named Carmen. We also got a 

new Principal named Lori. Then during the end 

of the summer before moving up to Woodlands I 

got really scared. Then I got to really like it and 

you learn that the fifth graders will help you. like 

Karly, and Madilyn, and more. I have learned a 

lot, not only in lessons but everywhere.  

     

 
 

THANK YOU NERSTRAND 

SCHOOL 

By Riley, gr. 5 

 

I still remember when I first en-

tered Nerstrand Elementary. My 

teacher then was Sarah Stensrud 

she’s gone now but I still remember her. Look at 

me now about to leave the school for the last 

time. My teacher now is Andrew Lubinski my 

most favorite teacher. My best friend Austen is 

still standing by me. I still remember when I met 

him. I was in first grade, and we were partners 

for art. Afterwards we keep talking and here we 

are. But the best part about Nerstand is waking 

up each day, and knowing that I go to Nerstrand. 

Some people wake up and feel mad that they 

have to go to school, not me because at Ner-

strand I feel accepted, I feel happy, and I feel 

proud. When I go to Nerstrand there is no one 

here to make fun of me. Thank you Nerstrand 

for this amazing experience. I will always hold 

you dear in my heart.         

 



THANKS FOR HELPING ME 

By Skylar, gr. 5 

 

I was seven years old when I first 

went to Nerstrand Elementary 

School. My first teacher here was 

Paula. Paula helped me with making 

new friends, math and reading. The next year I got 

Sarah. Sarah helped me with science, and other 

cool things. My third year I got Sarah again, and 

she helped me with friends and reading more flu-

ently. My fourth year I got Andrew, Andrew helped 

me with friends, history and reading. My last year I 

have Andrew. Andrew helped me with cool things 

like math, reading, history and school. I also want 

to say thank you to the paras like Cara, Rebecca 

and Brenda for helping me with the things I did not 

know how to do and things I cannot spell. So I want 

to say thank you for helping me through my good 

times and bad. Also I want to say good luck to the 

incoming fifth graders.     

 

 

    

 I WILL REMEMBER 

By Willie, gr. 5 

 

I still remember the first day of 

school on the bus.  I had no idea who 

to sit by so I picked the first seat by a 

boy named Grady who became my 

best friend.  From that day on we sat in that same 

seat every day.  One time our fellow classmate 

named Austen sat with us. He had a lot of bananas 

for breakfast.  Long story short he threw up. Grady 

left because he was on the outside but I wasn’t so 

lucky.  I was on the outside with thrown up bananas 

1 inch away from me. Austen started yelling bana-

nas for sale and both of us remember that from that 

moment on. What I liked about Nerstrand is how it 

is such a small school and how almost everyone 

knows almost everyone.  I also like how we have 

specialists every day and how Woodlands get the 

chance to do drumline and fifth grade gets to do 

band. One important lesson I learned at Nerstrand 

is how to treat others the way you would like to be 

treated.  They preached that from kindergarten to 

fifth grade and it will really stick with me as I get 

older.       

AMAZING NERSTRAND 

By Amelia, gr. 5 

 

My very first day of kindergarten, 

wow what a long time ago. Six 

years! My experiences . . . there’s 

a lot. I’ll start with Kindergarten. On the first 

day we got to bring our backpacks into class, 

finding something at home that started with a 

certain letter of the ABC’s, meeting all of my 

friends. That was basically my first year of 

grade school.  Throughout my years here at 

Nerstrand Elementary I’ve met so many people 

and gone so many places. I’m especially going 

to miss all my friends here who aren’t graduat-

ing with me. I owe enough thank yous to all of 

the AMAZING staff and teachers to fill up the 

universe. I hope that everyone has the same 

AWESOME experience I’ve had here.  

 

 

 

 

 

GOODBYE NERSTRAND 

By Zachary, gr. 5 

 

I came here in fourth grade.  I will 

miss the library, the playground, 

and my friends.  I like to read 

books in Andrew’s library.  I sort-

ed Andrew’s library, that was fun.  I will miss 

discovery day.  I will miss Wolf Ridge because 

it was fun and cool. Good luck to all the 5th 

graders. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Fourth grade students will share some 

thoughts about their 5th grade friends.) 

 
TANNER, GOOD LUCK IN NORTHFIELD 

By Nolan, gr. 4 

 

I remember my first day at Homeroom in Paula’s 

class. You’re the one that showed me around and 

sat by me. You felt like a brother to me. You are 

so nice and you make me laugh a lot. You are the 

friend everyone would like to have. I’m going to 

miss you! I hope you have fun in 6th grade. I’m 

going to miss having you around. I love how you 

have that long laugh, it’s pretty cool. We have 

been friends since that first day I walked into that 

room. I already knew we were going to be friends. 

Hopefully your teachers are nice like at Nerstrand. 

Still play sports, you’re the best at them. You are 

the BEAST! Take it easy in 6th grade and come 

and visit. 

 

JOEY 

By Jayce and Will, gr. 4 

 

Dear Saggy,  

Thanks for being my partner in history. You’re 

very fun to be a partner with. Joey, we enjoyed 

you sitting next to us. You’re very fun to be by. 

 

We’re going to miss you because you’re a great 

friend and good at lots of things. We like that you 

like the Atlanta Falcons. You’ve been great to me 

all these years. I think you’re amazing and we ap-

preciate you a lot. Good luck next year. We think 

you’ll fit in  great and make lots of new friends. I 

will miss you a lot, you’ve been a great friend! 

 

 

MALACHI 

By Iah, gr. 4 

 

Thank you for being such a good friend. You 

are very smart and nice. You have been an ex-

cellent friend, thank you!. I hope you do well in 

the Middle School. I think you will. I’ll miss 

you, you are very funny and smart. Good luck 

at the Middle School! 

 

ETHAN 

By Hannah, gr. 4 

 

Dear Ethan, 

I enjoyed being your partner in Science because 

you were mostly concentrated and sometimes 

silly. I’m grateful for a silly-soul, a good class-

mate and for your kind heart. I’ll miss your 

great personality and humor. You’re the best a 

making friends! 

 

 

MEREDITH 

By Faith, gr. 4 

 

Meredith, you are a great best friend. You are 

very funny. I loved that we are great friends and 

I love that you would almost always be my 

partner. You also are a very good leader and 

always kind and generous. You also participate 

in a lot of stuff without getting mad. I love that 

you are in my class. I’m really going to miss 

you very much when you leave. I hope you will 

make new friends just like you. I also hope you 

will have fun in Middle School just like Ner-

strand Elementary. I will miss you very much 

when your are gone! I will always remember 

you! 

 

SOPHIA 

By Nora B., gr. 4 

 

I loved having a seat next to you in class. You are a really good friend. I love your obsession 

with horses and Percy Jackson. I’ll miss you a lot because you are my best friend and we have 

never had a fight. I hope you have a really great year in 6th grade, and have a lot of fun! We had 

lots of memories together. You will always be my friend. 



GABE 

By Damian, gr. 4 

 

I liked being explorer partners with you. I appre-

ciate that you are nice. I like how you like the 

books about Eek and Eeck and that you like 

frogs. I appreciated that you are funny and 

smart. I like how you are a good friend! 

 

NOAH 

By Asia, gr. 4 

 

Noah, you are really good at writing. I know that 

you are really good at writing because you are 

writing a book. I like that I got to sit by you for 

half of the year. I want to wish you good luck for 

next year. I don’t know what school you’re go-

ing to but where ever you go, good luck! We are 

going to miss you. I just want to say that I think 

a lot of kids look up to you. I feel our class is a 

family that everyone is a part of. So I want to 

wish you good luck again and have fun with 

your family. 

 

 

JULIA 

By Lottie, gr. 4 

 

Julia, thank you for being such an amazing 

friend. You are amazing at so many things; writ-

ing, spelling, reading and being kind. I’m going 

to miss that. I loved being in drumline with you. 

You’re really good at playing tenor. I’m going to 

miss you so, so much! You are really good at 

everything you do, and kind and funny, too. I 

hope you have fun in Middle School. I also en-

joyed lunch with you and Morgan. I’ll never for-

get you! 

 

 

LANDEN 

By Khane, gr. 4 

 

Landen, I think you are a good friend. I think 

you are fun to play with. I think it is funny when 

you chase my fidget spinner. Thank you for al-

ways being nice to me. Thank you for helping 

me whenever I needed it. Good luck at the Mid-

dle School. 

 

 

EMMA 

By Sydney, gr. 4 and Ellory, gr. 4 

 

I loved it so much when we started to become 

friends. You are such a good friend and it’s been 

awesome for me, being your friend. I’ll miss 

your funny voices and doing weird actions. I 

loved being your running partner and competing 

to see who can be the fastest. Good luck next 

year. I know you will do really great.  (Syd) 

 

Emma, you’re so nice and funny. I’m going to 

miss you so much. you are a very good friend 

and I know the class will miss you when you go 

into 6th grade. I wish you good luck next year, 

and I hope you have lots of fun, too. (Ellory) 

 

 

JULIA 

By Chelsea, gr. 4 

 

Julia, thank you for being so nice to everyone, 

and kind, too. I also appreciate how you help 

everyone who needs help. Thank you for helping 

me with my Words Their Way. Good luck with 

Middle School. You are awesome! I hope you 

can come and visit some time. You are amazing 

and you are the nicest person on earth. My sister 

is at the Middle School and I bet you will have 

lots of fun. You will get to have art, band, and 

gateway. I heard it is super fun. I hope you make 

lots of friends, I know you will because you are 

the nicest person in the world! I wish you good 

luck at the Middle School. 

 

 

ZACHARY 

By Alaina, gr. 4 

 

Zachary, I really loved having you in the ham-

ster club also I love making our language, it was 

really fun and cool.  I hope you have a wonder-

ful time in middle school. I hope you survive in 

middle school. I loved working with you for col-

onies project, it was fun! You are a really good 

friend. I hope you have good friends in middle 

school. You are a funny, nice friend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



OLIVIA 

By Aubrey, gr. 4 

 

I love you as a friend, you’ve been so nice to me. 

I loved having you here this year.  Remember 

that time when you helped me with my free 

write or the time when I was sad and you helped 

me feel better.  I’m really going to miss you. 

 

 
LOGAN 

By Brady, gr. 4 

 

Logan, I had a fun and exciting year with you.  I 

hope you have a fun time at your new school.  I 

know we got in fights a lot but you are still a 

good friend.   My favorite time is when we went 

fishing.  Best of luck at your new school. 

 

 

ANDREW 

By Cameron, gr. 4 

 

I love that you like to read and that you are good 

at Clash Royal. I hope you can read at your new 

school whenever you want. Good luck at your 

new school next year , have fun! 

 

SKYLAR 

By Claire, gr. 4 

 

I had so much fun working with you on the Ear-

ly Explorers project.  I think you are a good 

reader and writer.  (And you have good hand-

writing.)  You always make me laugh, good luck 

in Middle School! 

 

AVA 

By Evelyn, gr. 4 

 

I really liked working with you because you are 

very helpful.  You helped me a lot in reading and 

writing and were very nice to me.  I hope you 

have a great time in Middle School.   

 

 

WILLIE 

By Grant, gr. 4 

 

I really liked working with you because you are 

very helpful.   You helped me a lot in reading 

and writing and were very nice to me.   I hope 

you have a great time in Middle School.   

         
 

AUSTEN 

By Jayden, gr. 4 

 

We always had fun talking but we had argu-

ments sometimes.  But when you need a hug  

you always get one. Hope you make lots of 

friends at your new school.  I’m going to miss 

all of our time together.   

 

 

AMELIA 

By Kelin, gr. 4 

 

I really liked working in a science group with 

you. You are a good helper. We will miss having 

you here at Nerstrand because you are kind. 

Good luck next year and come back to visit. 

 

 

RILEY 

By Kyler, gr. 4 

 

Riley, I liked working with you in Social Stud-

ies. We made a pretty good team.  You were a 

good partner and were a good helper.  I wish you 

luck at your new school. You are a good student. 

 

 
 

ADDISON 

By Mara, gr. 4 

 

I really liked when I got to play with you.  You 

are a really good friend and a good mermaid 

drawer.  I will miss you when you leave.  Please 

come and visit me. 

 



BELLA 

By Norah, gr. 4 

 

You are very helpful with the little kids. You 

are very smart. You are very kind even when 

someone is being annoying. You are very nice 

even though you might not like the person 

you’re working with. I hope you get good 

grades in 6th grade.  I hope you come back to 

visit us at Nerstrand.      

 

HUW 

By Duncan, gr. 4 

 

I really enjoyed working with you throughout 

this year.  I liked doing the explorers project 

with you and I thought we made a good team.  

It was fun when we made the board for the pro-

ject and when we researched on the computer.  

I will miss you because you were funny and 

smart.  I wish you luck for next year and hope 

you have a great time in Middle School. 
 

(Some of Paula’s First grade students will share their 

Fortunately stories and poems) 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Nathan, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got to go to Florida. Unfortunate-

ly, there were alligators everywhere. Fortunate-

ly, I could run! 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Colsten, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got a monster truck.  Unfortu-

nately, I didn’t know how to drive. Fortunately, 

I went to driving lessons. 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Sedrick, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I was invited to a friends house. 

Unfortunately, I didn’t have a ride. Fortunately, 

my grandma came over and drove me to my 

friend's house. 

 

 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Paige, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got two new goats. Unfortunate-

ly, the goats chewed up all my clothes. 

Fortunately, I had a lot of money so I bought 

new clothes. 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Mackenna, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got two dogs. Unfortunately, I 

had to feed them. Fortunately, I have food for 

them. 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Sam, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got a new car. Unfortunately, my 

baby took it. Fortunately, he didn’t know how 

to drive. 

 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Kaliyah, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got a shirt. Unfortunately, my 

brothers wrecked it. Fortunately, I got a new 

one and hid it. 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Kolvin, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got to stay home. Unfortunately, 

there was a hole in the roof. Fortunately, I 

could drink the water. 

 

 

 
FORTUNATELY 

By Cooper A., gr.1 

 

Fortunately, I got to go in a Humvee. Unfortu-

nately, I couldn’t get to the Humvee. Fortunate-

ly, I got a ride in a jet. 

 

 

 



FORTUNATELY 

By Matthew, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got invited to a party. Unfortu-

nately, it was in Madagascar. Fortunately I was 

rich so I bought a boat. 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Ricky, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got to buy a toy jeep at the store. 

Unfortunately, I didn’t have any money. Fortu-

nately, my mom and dad let me have some of 

their money. 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Hattie, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got a new volcano toy. Unfortu-

nately, my mom said no, go back to your book. 

Fortunately, I got to open the volcano. 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Cooper W., gr. 1 

 

Fortunately I got a new house. Unfortunately it 

was by a volcano. Fortunately it was not an ac-

tive volcano. 

 

 

FORTUNATELY 

By Juniper, gr. 1 

 

Fortunately, I got a new tales book. Unfortu-

nately my baby ripped pages out of it. Fortu-

nately, I got a copy of the pages. 

 

 

SCHOOL 

By Kaliyah, gr. 1 

 

Writing notes 

Counting numbers 

Science stuff 

Something fun 

Learning new things. 

 

 

NAME ACROSTIC 

By Owen, gr. 1 

 

O  Odd 

W  Wiggly 

E  Expert at video games 

N  Neat 

 

 
NAME ACROSTIC 

By Milla, gr. 1 

 

M  Milla is my name 

I  I am friends with Kendra 

L Lady 

L Leopard’s are my favorite 

A Awesome 

 

 
FARMING 

By Nate, gr. 1 

 

Feeding animals 

Having barns 

Doing chores 

Doing work 

Sleeping. 

 

CAT 

By Blaise, gr. 1 

 

Getting a pet 

Buying food 

Giving it water 

Cuddling 

Purring cats. 

 

 



(Sarah’s 2/3 graders wrote about 

the Big Woods in a postcard 

form to their parents) 

 
Ava, gr. 2 

 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Come on down to the Big Woods in Ner-

strand. Come have some fun on a walk with us at 

the Big Woods. And when you go on the 

Rocky, sandy, risky, windy walk it will be fun. 

Also, you can go on a picnic but you will have to 

pack this food; water or Gatorade, carrots, chips, 

and peanut butter sandwiches. 

 

Owen, gr. 3 

 

Dear Mom, 

 Come on down to the Big Woods in Ner-

strand. Come have some fun on a walk with us and 

discover the Nerstrand Big Woods. Have some 

lunch and we can see frogs and deer. We can go 

camping at the Big Woods then go on a bike ride 

and see a lot. 

 

 
Logan, gr. 2 

 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Discover the Nerstrand Big Woods. My 

favorite thing to do is walk down to the waterfalls. 

It is so magical. You can see birds, deer, frogs, 

turtles and squirrels. They are exciting. There are a 

lot of trails that are long, and the camping is prob-

ably fun, too. I’ve never camped before, that’s 

why I don’t know. 

 

 

Eli, gr. 2 

 

Dear Mom and Dad,  

 Discover the Nerstrand Big Woods. You 

can walk on the rocky trails, see the waterfalls, 

they are very pretty, and eat a delicious picnic. 

You can see adorable wildlife, deer, birds, frogs 

and much more. 

 

 

 

Mya, gr. 2 

 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Haak, 

  Come on down to the Big Woods in 

Nerstrand. You can go camping in the woods. If 

you go camping there it is tasty and fun. There 

is also a waterfall there. It is very magical and 

pretty. You can also go on a picnic there. It will 

be mouthwatering and maybe sour if  you’re 

eating something sour. You can also go on 

trails and see adorable wildlife like chipmunks, 

birds, and deer. 

 
 

Myra, gr. 3 

 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Discover the Big Woods. You might 

want to visit the waterfall, it’s magical and it 

makes people stand still by its loveliness. Make 

sure you take a walk, the trails are nice and fun. 

You can see critters, they are fantastic and cute. 

Go for a picnic, it’s fantastic and relaxing. 

 

 

Kaylie, gr. 3 

 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Come on down to the Big Woods in 

Nerstrand. Come have some fun on a walk with 

us. You can walk down to the pretty waterfall. 

Also you can camp there. You’ll be toasty and 

warm and it will be fun by the campfire. You 

can also make s'mores at the warm fire. 

 
 

Mavrick, gr. 2 

 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Discover the Big Woods State Park. 

Come take a walk with us on the leafy trails and 

see the water fall with that noise of the roaring 

waterfall waiting for you! And come Geo Cach-

ing with us. If you find something, keep it se-

cret. Come have a scrumptious picnic at the 

park! 

 

 

 



 

 

. 

 

 

Kizzy, gr. 2 

Dear Mom & Dad, 

 Discover the Nerstrand Big Woods! 

You can go off on an amazing adventure of Geo 

Caching, looking at amazing flowers, camping, 

visit a water fall and a rocky trail. You can also 

try and find some tiny little critters running 

around. You can see deer, snakes, birds, turtles, 

frogs, insects, squirrels, chipmunks, and even 

beavers. 

 

Lynus, gr. 3  

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Come walk the trails at the Big Woods 

State Park. It is very fun! You can go Geo 

Caching; it is awesome. There is a magical wa-

ter fall, and it is in Nerstrand. You can have a 

scrumptious picnic. There is lots of wildlife like 

snakes, birds, deer and adorable chipmunks.  

 

 

Mason, gr. 2 

Dear Mom, 

 Come on down to the Big Woods in 

Nerstrand. Come have some fun on a rock walk. 

And have some fun going on a fun camping 

trip. Be sure to visit the fishy waterfall and 

more fun on the leafy walk on the trails. 

 

 
Nealie, gr. 3 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Come have some fun at the Big Woods 

with us. The waterfall is beautiful! I so love 

Geo Caching, it’s a lot of fun. The wildlife is so 

cool. You can see every animal. My favorite are 

the frogs. They are so cute! You can also go 

camping and you can look at the stars and ani-

mals. 

 

 

Isabella, gr. 3 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Come on down to the Big Woods in 

Nerstrand. The waterfall is noisy, pretty, fishy 

and magical. You can do a wild life search for 

animals like snakes, birds, deer, frogs, turtles, 

insects, squirrels, chipmunks, and beavers. It’s 

beautiful. You can go on a picnic and bring 

sandwiches, cheese and sour stuff. 

 

Elia, gr. 2 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

Come on down to the Big Woods in Nerstrand. 

You can discover the whole place and it’s fun. 

Go walk the trails or walk to the waterfall and 

have fun.  You can go on a hike and have deli-

cious food. You can also go camping and have 

s'mores and all kinds of different stuff. There is 

wildlife like birds, deer, frogs, turtles, insects, 

squirrels.  I think the animals are beautiful in the 

Big Woods! 

 

 

Jace, gr. 2 

Dear Mom & Dad, 

 Discover the Nerstrand Big Woods. You 

can walk on the rocky trails or go for a walk to 

the fishy Hidden Falls. You could watch the fast 

deer in the woods or have some fun camping in 

the campsite area. 
 

 

 

(Tara’s 2/3 graders wrote The Important 

Thing About… to show us how everyday 

objects  can be important to us.) 

 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

DOLPHINS 

By Olivia, gr. 3 

 

The most important thing about dolphins is they 

live in water. Dolphins make me want to swim 

with them. They make really cool noises. They 

jump so high that I can see them from a far away 

boat. But the most important thing about Dol-

phins is they live in water. 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

BIRDS 

By Nick, gr, 2 

 

The most important thing about birds is that they 

fly. Birds find worms so they can eat them. 

Birds like to chirp all day. There are a lot of spe-

cies of birds. But the most important thing about 

birds is that they fly. 



THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

BUNNIES 

By Faith, gr. 3 

 

The most important thing about a bunny is that 

they are fluffy. Bunnies like to eat green lettuce 

and orange carrots. Bunnies can be black and 

white. Bunnies live underground. 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

CATS 

By Evelyn, gr. 2 

 

The most important thing about cats is that they 

are cute. Cats are soft as a feather. Cats love pom-

poms like your parents love you. They are cuddly 

like a teddy bear. But the most important thing 

about cats is that they are as cute as a baby. 

 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

LEOPARD GECKO’S 

By Noah, gr. 3 

 

Leopard Gecko’s are dry and can stick to your skin 

like a bug. Leopard Gecko’s can be different col-

ors and some have no spots. Leopard Gecko’s are 

awesome pets to have but they are slow as a turtle. 

But the most important thing about a Leopard 

Gecko is they are adorable. 

 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

DOGS 

By Ary, gr. 2 

 

The most important thing about dogs are some are 

as cuddly as a stuffed animal. Some dogs are fluffy 

as a cat. Some are big and chubby. But the most 

important thing about dogs is that they are really 

soft. 

 

               

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

MOM 

By Braxton, gr. 3 

 

The most important thing about mom is she is 

good. She gives me hugs and kisses every 

night. She is as pretty as a rainbow. She is a 

safe driver. But the most important thing about 

mom is, she is good! 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

CANDY 

By Lily, gr. 3 

 

The most important thing about candy is that it 

is colorful. Candy is hard and sometimes soft 

and chewy. Candy is so colorful that when I 

look at it my eyes water. But the most im-

portant thing about candy is, it is colorful. 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

STUFFED ANIMALS 

By Aneliese, gr. 3 

 

The most important thing about stuffed animals 

is that they are soft. Stuffed animals come in 

different sizes and colors. They come in differ-

ent types of animals, too. They are very fuzzy 

and fluffy. But the most important thing about 

stuffed animals is that they are soft. 

 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

SKITTLES 

By Carson, gr. 2 

 

The most important thing about Skittles is that 

they are super sweet. Some Skittles are so sour 

that they make you make funny faces. Skittles 

are as sweet as jelly beans. But the most im-

portant thing about Skittles is that they are su-

per sweet. 



THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

BUNNIES 

By Alysa, gr. 2 

 

The most important thing about bunnies is that 

they feel so soft. When they are looking at you, 

you can’t resist petting it. Bunnies eat carrots and 

cabbage. But the most important thing about bun-

nies are, they are cute. 

 

 

 

THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT 

HOCKEY 

By Cooper, gr. 3 

 

The most important thing about hockey is that it is 

fun. It is fun because you get to score goals. It is 

fun because you get to snipe goalies. When you 

score you also get to celebrate. But the most im-

portant thing about hockey is that it is fun! 

 

 

COMO ZOO RESIDENCY 

By Dominic, gr. 3    

 

I liked the Olympic games because it was on the 

tundra. Some of the games were called the knuckle 

hop and one game was when someone is on a blan-

ket and they get up to 30 feet. At Como Zoo, the 

poison dart frogs are not poisonous. That was pret-

ty interesting to me at least. When we read that 

Amazon River book I learned that in the rainy sea-

son peoples houses need to be on stilts. By the am-

azon, kids have small schools. And kids go to 

school in canoes. This is what I learned at Como 

Zoo.      

 

 

COMO ZOO 

By Jaxson, gr. 2    

 

The bus ride to Como Zoo was really long. When 

we got there we went to Discovery Bay. We got to 

pet sting rays and sharks. I had Aiden, Arabella, 

Braxton, Faith and Tara. It was a fun day.   

(Amy’s Kindergarten friends answered the question; 

When I grow up, I want to be… Here are their re-

sponses) 

 

When I grow up, I want to be… 

 

A deep sea diver—Archer 

A roller coaster owner—Armani 

A ninja—Bentley 

An olympic champion—Devin 

A singer—Ellie 

A spy—Eloise 

A race car driver—Esther 

A teacher—Faith 

A landscaper—Grady 

A spy—Grace 

A diamond miner—Henrick 

A soccer player—Ian 

A police officer—Kyler 

A police officer—Liam 

A spy—Maddy 

A potion maker—Maverick 

A construction worker—Mishick 

A daycare worker—Skylar 

A zookeeper—Sophia 

A street sweeper—Timmy 

An astronaut—William 

A daycare worker—Olive 

A nurse—Quinnly 

A diamond miner—Rylan 



Dear Families, 

The final Eagle's Nest is going out, last Monday I had my last Spotlight Luncheon and we scheduled our final 

activities at our last staff meeting.  It's definitely the end of the school year!   

 

In my mind the school year always felt like my students and I were boarding a large ship for a 9-month voy-

age.  Everyone in the classroom was a part of the crew and although I was Captain, all my students had an im-

pact in where our ship would take us.  Everyone was essential and had an impact on the voyage.  As Director I 

still see the school year as a voyage, but with a much bigger crew.   

 

This year's voyage took the Savannah to the Island of Animals, with visits from the Como Zoo and to both of our 

metro zoos.  They loved travelling on the zoo bus!  They also traveled through their Flat Stanleys and the Idi-

tarod Dog Race.   

 

The Prairie spent time learning about color science with Linda Bonde.   They spent time with Larry: making corn 

shocks, examining the dugout canoe, planting bulbs, migrating butterflies and especially loved the tipi experi-

ence.  At River Bend Nature Center, they got to experience three different seasons, and the kids still talk about 

things they learned and did.  Kinders spent a lot of time learning how to make letters, then make words, then 

write words, then read words!! Wow, lots of growing! It was fun to make 'zoo suitcases': Students learned about 

11 different animals, then saw them for real at the Minnesota Zoo. The Prairie learned to 'be kind, be safe, and be 

helpful' each and every day in their classrooms.  
 

The Woodlands 5th graders journeyed to Wolf Ridge and learned about team work and environmental sci-

ence.  They built rockets and blasted them off in the field.  They spent time learning about the properties of water 

and chemistry and spent a lot of time learning to get along with others.  They wrote their own song about a for-

mer teacher whose resilience and positive spirit has helped her through some of life's greatest challenges.   

 

The year in PE started with much time spent outside on the track and field area getting ready for and running the 

mile (grades 1-5) and half-mile (kinders) as well as learning some new skills and improving on emerging skills. 

All classes once again enjoyed a week of the popular "highway" game where they rode scooters safely around a 

large obstacle course in the gym.  In the spring everyone participated in a Jump Rope for Heart event.  All clas-

ses raised funds to help those with heart disease as well as increase their awareness of heart health.  Our school 

raised an amazing $4,712 this year and everyone had fun jumping rope for the week.   

 

This year in Music was the first year of Drumline.  There was a lot of excitement in the Woodlands about Drum-

line.  Savannah students started learning to play the ukulele and did Recorder Karate.  Prairie students got to use 

boom whackers and practice singing for two big concerts.   

 

Everyone got to go on two big field trips, deliver beautiful May Day flowers that are still in the front of houses 

around Nerstrand and so many other things that would take too long to 

name.  It's been an eventful year that seemed to fly by with much learning, 

laughing and growing.   

 

I wish your family a safe and happy summer.  I wish the best to all of our 

graduating fifth graders, and look forward to seeing returning families in 

the fall.  Thank you for all your support of our school and your students. 

 

Happy Summer Everyone! 

Best, 

Maggie 

Artwork by 5th grade student Riley 


